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And now if Christ had not come into the world ... there could have been
no redemption, And if Christ had not risen from the dead, or have broken
the bands of death, that the grave should have no victory, and that death
should have no sting, there could have been no resurrection, But there is a
resurrection, therefore the grave hath no victory, and the sting of death is
swallowed up in Christ, He is the 1light and the 1ife of the world; yea, a
light that is endless, that can never be darkened; yea, and also a 1life
which is endless, that there can be no more death, Even this mortal shall
put on immortality, and this corruption shall put on incorruption, and shall
be brought to stand before the bar of Gpd, to be judged of him according to
their works, whether ithey be good or whether they be evil, If +they be good,
to the resurrection of endless life and happiness, and if they be evil, to
the resurrection of endless damnation,

0

He is the light and the life of the world; yea, a
light that is endless, that can never be darkened,

What kind of person would you be,
in what kind of world would you be living,
if Jesus had not come? Perhaps that is a
foolish or a futile question, for 1if the
Scriptures are to be believed, without
Jesus there would never have been any
earth, or stars, or heavens, or man, or
life of any kind, or creation of any kind,
The scriptures teach quite plainly that
all things are by him and of him and
through him -= that he is God!s agent or
instrument of creation -- that he is the
source, or the begimning of the creation
of God == that without him we would not
have existed at all,

The study of a lifetime would scarce-

ly suffice to uncover all the ways in
which Jesus has influenced and changed
the world in which we live, Much of that
influence, many of the things he has done
for us, we simply take for granted and
accept as the normal way of life, because
we have grown up with them, Jesus has
touched and influenced the lives of men
from Adam until now, Abel offered sacri-
fices as a symbol of the sacrifice of the
lamb slain from .the foundation of the
world., Enoch, Methuselah, Abraham, Moses,
and all the prophets of the 0ld Testament

knew of the promise of a Messigh, and .

looked Torward to his coming, The O0ld
Testament is full of prophecies -~ some
concerming his coming as a babe, and some
concerning his coming as a King to reign
in glory when all evil has been desiroyed.
How much this hope and this concept have

influenced the course of the world!s hise
tory no man will ever know.

If Jesus had not come, we may be
quite sure of one thing: there would be no
redemption for the human race, What is
redemption? The dictionary says that to
redeem is to reclaim by re-purchase; to
rescue by paying a ransom., Somehow those
definitions do not express the full impli-
cationg of redemption, Suppose that a
soldier is captured in war, and sold as a
slave in a strange and foreign country,
far from his lands, his king, his family,
to a master who treats him cruelly, If a
kinder master came along and purchased
him, but kept him as a slave, that would
not be redemption, even though his plight
might be somewhat improved, There would
be no redemption until he was restored to
hig rightful king, %o his rights as a
citizen, to his place as & husband and
father, to his lands and property. To
redeem is to restore to right uses, to
right relationship which have somehow
been lost,

By original sin and the fall, man
became alienated from God,

little lower than the anpels and designed
for fellowship with God, Sin also
brought alienation and division between

man-and man, between brother.and brother,
. and later between nation and natian,

Re-

derption was faced with the task of re-

The rightful -
relationship between God and man was
“broken, -even though man had been made a .

»



storing these right relationships,

But this was not all, Man was crea-
ted to have dominion over the good earth,
and particuvlarly over that portion of the
earth of which his body was formed. When
sin cime into the world, man lost in some
degre at 1least his dominicn over the
earth, and it began to bring forth thorns
and briars, He lost deminion over his
own bedy, which little by 1littlie grew
older and weaker, mtil he relinguished
it altogether in death., Body and spirit,
which were designed to be together, were
separated, The body, separated from the
spirit, had ne 1life; and the spirit se=
parated from the body had no implementa-
tion,

Jesus came to redeem the soul of man,
The body and the spirit is the soul of
man, and the redemption of the soul isthe
resurrection of the body, or the joining
together of body and spirit, never again
to be separated, Once this process of
resurrection is complete, the redeemed
soul will be brought again into the pres-
ence of God, and the right relationships
between God and man re-established,

Without this sort of redemption,
there could be no hope of 1life or immor=
tality. Because Jesus came, we do have
hope of immortality, and of restoration
to God, Without hope of this reconcilia=
tion and restoration to God, our Father,
there could be no true or lasting happi-
ness, for we should be perpetually in the
gloom and shadow of a hopeless bendage to
death, In the words of the Faster hymn:
"Sad were the life we must part with to-
morrow, If tears were our birthright, and
death were our end."

If Jesus had not come, there would
be no hope, Men are sustained by the
hope of better things to be -- by ths
hope that they can some day bebetter men,
in a better society, 1n a better world,
If that hope is to bes achieved only by cur
children's children, a thousand milleni-
ums from now, long after our personalities
are blotted out in death, then it is in-
deed 2 small hope for us, If death were
allowed to keep man in eternal captivity,
then there would be no wasting time try=-
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ing to achieve a better life or a better
world, Pat, drink, and be merry, for to-
morrow we die, Because dJesus came to
give us redemption and eternal life, we
may live in hope of sharing in a better
world, a hope of wrongs redressed, of
wickedness punished and righteousness re-
warded,

If death ends all, then the end is
the same for all men. If death ends all,
then there is no justice in the universe,
for every man -- good or bad -- receives
the same thing at the end of life-~death!
If all receive the same end, if all are
equally under the bondage of death, it
makes no difference what we choose in
this life, Choice has no significance or
meaning unless choice is betwesn two or
more alternatives., Choice with cnly one
thing from which to choose is not choice,
If even a good man whose life 1is worth
perpetuating must die the same asa wicked
man who is no longer worthy te live and
perpetuate his wickedness, then all men
are in bondage to evil, to Satan, to
death, and there is no freedom for anyone,

But if Jesus made life possible by
redeeming man from death, then we have an
alternative to death, We are free to
choose life through Christ, instead of
death, Out of this simple put tremendous-
ly meaningful fact grows every freedom
you and I enjoy today! Because Jesus
came, we are free to choose for ourselves.

Because dJesus came to bring us re-
demption, hope, freedom, restoration to
God, and restoration of right relation-
ships with each other in his kingdom we
have peace within, and hope of eventual
peace for the world when he, the Prince
of Peace, shall have put down all evil,
punighed all wickedness, and made the
kingdom of this world his kingdom,

In this Christmas season, let wus
give thanks to God for his unspeakable
gift, the gift of his Son, for without
that gift mankind would indeed be without
hope, He is the 1light and the 1life of
the world; yea, a light that is endless,
that can never be darkened; yea, and also
a life that is endless, that there can be
no more death,



