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Then said Jesus

continue in my word, then are ye ny discivles indeed;
and the trvth shall make you free,
and were never in bondage to any man:

Ye shall be made free?
I sar unto you,

know the truth,
him, We be Abraham's seed,
how sayest thou,
Verily, verily,
servant of sin,
but the Son abideth ever,
ve shall he free indeed.

to those Jews which believed on him,
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IF THE SO MAKE YOU FREER

If ye
And ye shall
They answered

Jesus answered  them,

whosoever committeth sin is the
And the servant abideth not in the house for ever:
If the Son therefore shall make you free,

Thou art no more a servant, but a son, and if a son,
then an heir of God through Christ,

In the days preceding the Civil War
Abraham Lincoln uvttered the unforgettable
truism that no nation can exist half
slave and half fres, It is even more true
that no man can exist half slave and half
free, Freedom is not a relative term, A
man is either free, or he is not, If he
wears only one fetter, he is a slave,
That is samething which many of us have
not come to realize or appreciate, We
think that we are free because we are
living in the United States of America,
under its Constituticn, under the nrotec=-
tion of its govermment, But  there are
still slaves in fmerica too =-- slaves who
are slaves in spite of the Constitution,
or the army, or the navy, or the Supreme
Court, or the President, or any of the
agencies established by the Constitution
to safeguard our freedom,

Are youv free? Few of us are., All of
us are slaves of habit, This may not be
an altorether bad thing, FEabit is usefd
in many ways in enabling us to perform
rovtine actions without conscious thought,
It sounds like a contradiction of terms,
by making ourselves slaves to goodhabits,
deliberately practicing certain habits
over and over agsain for a peried of years,
we become truly free —free toc tie a shoe
string, to handle a knife and fork, to
play a musical instrument, to use a type=-
writer, to play a game without ccnscious
mental effort, We can renounce this kind
of slavery any time we like, It does not
unset vour whole physical and mental
equilibrium it some morning you wear a
pair of slippers dinstead of a shoe that

has to be tied, or if some day you eat a
picnic lunch withovt a knife and fork, or
if for one day you neglect to play your
musical instrvment,

Some other ldnds of habit are more
troublesone, though perhaps still rela=-
tively harmless or inocuous, What happens
when vou miss vour morning cup of coffee?
What happens when the doctor says, "No
cigarettes?" Do you find that you are
free, or that you are a slave? Far more
serious and deadly 1s the slavery to
alcohol, or to nzrcotiec drugs. Ve can be
slaves to excitement and thrills; to
passion, to hatred, to pgreed, to envy, to
prejudice, to fear and worry, Few men are
free from all of these enslaving, freedom-
destreying thinres, And some of us are
most enslaved when we think we are expres-
sihg ourselves, doing as we please, and
showing that we don't have to obey anye
body. Tn the words of Robert Browning
"So free we seem; so fettered fast we arel!

Paul felt and expressed for all men
the despair of a man who knows he is a
slave =-not necessarily one with aslavels
cecllar around his neck or fetters on his
hands and feet, but one who nevertheless
is not his own master, Head the latter
part of the 7th chapter of Bomans, and you
will find yourself echoing the cry of
Paul: Wiihat T would, that do I notj; but
what T hate, that T do cesso To will is
present with me; but how to perform that
which is sood T find not, For the good
that I wouvld T do not; but the evil which
I would not, that T do ... O wretched man



that T am! Uho shall deliver me from the
body of this death?!

Yet in spite of this seeming pessin-
ism, no writer in the "ew Testament has
more to say than Paul ahout the freedom
which he has found in Christ."The law of
the Spirit of 1ife in Christ Jesus hath
made me free from the law of sin and
death " "But now being made free  from
sin, and become servants to Sod, ye have
vour fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life,” "Where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty." "Stand
fast therefore in the liberty wherewith
Christ hatn made us free, and be not en-
tonglad apain wwith the yoke of bondarge."
Tn the 8th chapter of Homans Paul spenks
of the Spirit of adoption, by whichwe
cry "Abba, Father," -- the Spirit by
which we lWnow that we are children of God
and heirs with Christ of eternal life,

In all this Paul is carrying forward
the illustration used by Jesus, He has
pointed out previously in the Roman
letter, that "to whom ye yield yourselves
servants to obey, his servants ye are to
whom ye obey, whether of sin unto deatn,
or of obedience unto righteousness," You
can tell who a man's master or his employ~
er is by wabtching to see from whom he
takes orders. We camnot profess to be the
children or the servants of Tod, and at
the same bime take orders from our old
sinful habits, or from that Spirit which
entices to do a 1little sin and assures us
that if it is only a little, we can still
be children of Tod and heirs with Jesus
Christ, We are the servants of the one
whom we obey, mnot of the one we disobeye.

Jesus said, "The servants abideth not
in the house for ever: but the son abideth
aver," To understand this saying, one has
to project himself back to the time when
slavery was an established and accepted
cusbom, The word "servant" as it is
usually used in the scriptures does not
mean a hired man, It means a bonde-servant
or slave, The slave has no claim on Qis
master, He cannot collect wages, FEven a
hired servant can be discharged and expel-
led from the house at his master's will,
with no claim on the master's inheritance,
The slave is absolutely at the mercy of
his master. He can be sold to anothen
Under many societles, he can be cruelly
ounished, or even kKilled at his master's
whim for some real or fancied offense,
Weither the slave nor the servant has any
suarantee of a permanent place in his
master's house, or any valid claim on his
master's wealth,
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The son, hewever, has a place in his
fatherts housc which is his as long as he
remnains a son, He hias a rightful c¢laim on
nis father's wealth by way of inheritance,
Tn the Tourth chapter of Gnlatiars Panl
points out that both ssrvant and son are
liable to discipline and chastisement from
the father or master of the housenold; but
thal the motives of such discipline are
different, When the servant or slave has
been perfected by discipline, he is still
a slave, But when the son arrives at
maturity and perfection, he is then fitted
to enjoy the fellowsnip and love of his
father, to share his father's work, his
father's purnoses, mind, and will, and to
share also in the joys and pleasures and
paysical vossessions of his father. Jesus
said, "And the servant abideth not in the
house for ever; but the Son abidetn ever,
If the Son therefore shall make you free,
ve shall be frec indeed.

NTf the Son therefore shall make you
free, ye shall be free indeed,” Many a
man who has been a slave to sin, a slave
to habit, a slave to appetite, a slave to
natreds, resentments, envies, fears, wor-
ries, prejvdices, passions, and greeds,
has found that in his own strength he is
nelnless, Tne more he struggles, the more
tirhtly enmeshed he seems to become, and
in spite of his desire for freedom, he is
still a slave, Other men do not even seem
to be aware of tnelr slavery, Others
seem to enjoy it, and to fear to be any-
thing else than a slave, like those menof
ancient Israel who had their ears plerced
with an awl as a sign of perpetual slavery
rather than take the responsibility of
maldng their own decisions and providing
for their own needs, But there are un-
told thousands of other men who have come
to realize their slavery, and have turned
to the one power that can free them - the
power of Jesus Christ, as it is manifested
throurh faith and obedience to the laws
and ordinances and principles of nis gos-
nel, They have found witn Paul, that "I
can do all things through Christ, which
strenstheneth me "

A man camot exist half slave and half
free, "Fnow ye not that to whom ye yleld
yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ve are to whom ye obey, whether of sin un-
to death or of obedience unteo richteous=-
nass?" tapt  if the Son therefore shall
make you free, ye shall be free indeed,
and you will be no more a servant or slave,
but a sony and if a Son, then an heir of
fod through Christ, with claim on all
your Father's possessions,"






