HEAR YE HIM #9L
THE PROMISE OF THE KINGDOM

Evan A. Fry, Radio Minister

Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter Day Szints

Independence, Missouri All Rights Reserved

SCRIPTURE: Inspired Version, Benesis 9:18-23

And God mede a covenant vith Noah, and said, This shall be the token of the covenant

I make betwecn me and you, and for every living creature with you, for perpetual
generations; I will set my bow in the cloud; snd it shall be for a token for a
covenant between me and the earth ... And ths waters snell no more become a flood to
destroy 211 flesh. And the bow shall be in the cloud, and I will look upon it, that

T mayv remember the evorlasting covenant, which I made unto thy fathor Enoch; that wher
ren should kcep all my comm:ndments, Zion should asgain come on the earth, the city of
Enoch vhich I hove caught up unto myself., And thls is mine everlasting covcnant, that
when thy posterity shall embrace the truth, snd lookx upward, then shall Zion look
downward, and all the heavens shall shake with gledness, and the earth shall tromble
with joy; And tho gencral assembly of the church of the firstborn shall come down

out of heaven, ~nd possess the earth, and shall have place until tho end comc.

And this is min: everlasting covenant which I made with thy father Enoch,
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Before the great day of the Lord sh2ll come, ... Zion shall flourish
upon the hills, and rejoice upon thco mountzins, and shall be assembled
together unto the place which I have appointed,

During this ycar we have been talking about the kingdom of God ~- looking forward
te the day when Christ should rule as King over all the earth, and when God's will
should ke done on earth as it is dene in hecven, How do we krow th t this kingdom
shall some day be a rezlity? Are we just indulging in an orgy of wishful thinking?
What is thc promise of the kinsdom?

If you take the kingdom idea oubt of Christianity, there would be very little left
Christ was born "King of the Jews," and destined to be King over all the earth. The
gospel of Jesus Christ is frequently called the "gospel of the kingdom," because it
is designed to lead people tcwards that kingdom arnd fit them for it. The church exist
that the kinecdom might be, for it is a schocl of instruction, a place of prip.ration,
a testing or proving ground for the training for citizens of the kingdom. The priest-
hood of Christ's church, with their authority to administer the various saving ordi~
nances of the church, hold thc keys te the kingdom. The gospel, the church, and the
priesthood all exist that the kingdom might be. Without that hope, therce would be no
pocint in a belief in Christ, in his gospcl, in hic priesthood, or in his church. A
belicf in ard hope of thz kingdom give all thsse things meaning and purposes

There is a promise of the kinpdom in nearly every book of the Old Testament. Old
Testament prophets looked forward to and provhesied of 2 King who should rcign in
righteousncss =- a King who should bc a righteous branch of Devidtls line -= who shoulc
be a rod out of the stem of Jesse -- vho should rc¢ign in Zion from which the rightcous-
ness of God would shinc forth and to which all nations of the earth would go to learn
God's laws and vays. The promised Kossiah has come, but the licssianic prophecies
concerning the fullness of his kingdom and his triumphal reign arc es yet unfulfillcd.
The New Testament, which mentions the sccond coming of Christ 330 times in its 260
chapters, a2lsc holds forth the ;romisc that this llessiah will some day return to earth
and rcign over his kingdom. Jesus promised that he would come again and reign. Only
in such a future, universszl, Messianic reign can some of the Old Testament prophecies
be complctely fulfilled. 3

Faith gives a promisc of the kingdom. Faith is the assurancc of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen. The clcventh chapter of Paul's lettcr to the
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Hebrews recounts in brief the story of many who exercised faith, who had hope of a
kingdom, but who never fourd it or realized it in full in this life. But Pail says
that God provided better things for them —- things which their faith and theactions
based on that faith should some day meke real for them. By faith we hope for and
expect the kingdom; and if we base our lives on that faith, obedience to God's laws
brings the promise and the assurance of the kingdom,

There is one promise of the kingdom which is peculiar to Latter Day Saints. It i
found only in the Inspired Version of the Scriptures, as corrected ard augmented by
Joseph Smith. It is the promise contained in the'everlssting covenant,™ given first
to Enoch and renewed to his grandson, Nozh ~-- the promise and covenant that Yod will
never again destroy 21l flesh from the earth as in the flood -~ the promise that when
men should lsarn to keep all of God's commandmonts, Enoch's city of Zion which was
taken to heaven shall again come on carth =- that vhen the men of earth shzll embrace
the truth and look upward in expectation of that kingdom, then the Zion from above
shal look dowmward, and shall comc down and possess the earth under Christ, the King,
until the end of time,

The "earrcst" of the Spirit is a promise of the kingdom. When we enter into the
perfected kingdom with Christ, we shall have his living presence with us through
cternity. Until that time, those who have pledged allogiance to him, who have renderc
obedience to him, who arc trying to live cn carth by kingdom laws so that God's will i
done on earth as it is dore in heaven, hove the right to the obiding presence of his
Spirit -- the Comforter. This Spirit is a lesser indication of what the greater realit
of the kingdom will eventually be. It shows us in smaller measure whz®t the full pres-
ence of Christ in his kingdom will ultimetely be. Paul says that it is the "earnest"
of our inheritance; that is, it is the advance cor token payment, the dovm payment,
vhich indicates much morc to come when the contract is fully ccmpleted. The Comforter
with its "earnest" of our inhcritance in the kingdom, is a premisc of the kingdom,
With it for our companion ard our guide, we kncw that the promiscs of the kingdom are
true.

Still ancthcr promisc of the coming kingdom is to be found in the many promiscs
made to Isracl, that all Israel shall some day be gathered together again under one
king, the Messiah. The coming kingdom is to be the kingdom of Isracl, with Christ at
its head, ruling not only over these who are of Israel by lincage, but over those of
the Gentiles who arc Israel by adoption. It is well to romcmber that Israel is now
scattered abroad among all naticns, and intermingled with the Gentiles. The gathering
of this scattered Israel from the four corncrs of thce carth is to be an event which
surpasscs in its miraculous implications the deliverance of Isracl from Egypte. The
eleventh chapter of Isaiah depicts the millenial reign of the Messiah over his earthly
kingdom, and sums up the promise of Israel in the words® "And it shall come to pass ir
that day that the Lord shall sct his hand agein the sccond time to recover the remnant
of his peoplc ... And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall asscmblc the
outcasts of Israel, and gether together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of
the earthe." There are dozens of promises of the gathering of Israel in the gcriptures,
either cxplicit or implicd, —- and cvery such premise is an cdded promisc of the kingla
over which Messiah, the King of Isracl, shall reign in rightcousness,

When shall the promiscs of the kingdom be fulfilled? When there is a people pre-
pared to receive Jesus as King and Messiah. ‘then the church has gathered out a nucleus
of righteous, obedient, dedicated pecplc, who by keeping kingdor law do God's will on
carth as it is done in heaven as subjects of the Prince of Peace, then Messiah will
come to reign over them, to gather out his elect, and to judge the wicked and rebelliow
Judgment will comc upon the wicked when they are ripened in iniquity == vhen the con~
sequences of their own wicked ways bring about the downfall of worldly kings and king-
doms, and the destruction of the wicked by the wicked,

We belicve that these promises of the kingdom are true, and that the fulfillment
of them is c¢ven now beginning to take place. Our concern and your should be a concern
as to whether we are worthy to be heirs of these promises =- worthy to dwell with
Christ in his perfected kingdome
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