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SCRIPTURE: Section 45, Doctrine and Covenants

Hearken, and lo, a voice as of one sent dovm from on high, who is mighty ard powerfu
whose going forth is unto the ends of the earth; yca, whose veice 1is unto men,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, and make his paths straight. ‘The keys of the kingdor
of God are committed unto men on the carth, ard from thence shall the gospel roll
forth unto the ends of the earth, as the stonc which is cut out of the mountain witr-
out hands shall roll forth, until it has filled the whole earth; yea, a voice crying.
Prepare ye the way of the Lord; prepare yc the supper of the Lambj; make ready for the
bridegroom; pray unto the Lord; call upon his holy name; make kncwn his wonderful
works among the people; call upon the Lord that his kingdom may go forth upon the
carth; that the inhabitants thereof may receive it, and be prepzred for the days to
come, in the which the Son of Man shall come down in heaven, clothed in the brightnes
of the glory, to mcet the kingdom of God which is se¢t up on earth; whercfore may the
kingdom of God go forth, that the kingdom of he=ven may coms, that thou, O God, may
be glorified in heaven, so on earth; that thy cnemies may be subdued; for thine is
the honor, power, and glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

FAEEHEEEN

And the Lord called his pecple Zion, because they werc of one heart and
one mind, and dwelt in rightecusness, and there was no poor aiong theme.

In common with many other Christian pecple, Latter Day Saints belive in the
imminent, personal, visible coming of Jesus Christ to reign over his kingdom on earth.
Then Jesus rceturns to reign, over what kingdorr will be reign? On the face of it, it
seems impossiible that he should take over any of thc existing thrones or kingdoms,
compllete with their assortments of naticnal and international jealousies, intrigues,
and prejudices. Part of his kingdom, of course, hc will bring with him -— that is,
the rosurrection saints of all sges. But will that be all of his kingdom? Will
there be no visible kingdom of God on earth until Christ comes?

Jesus taught us to pray, "Thy kingdom come, they will be dene on earth as it is
in heavens" The kingdom of God will come on earth when God's will is done on garth ac
it is done in heaven., Obvicusly Jesus camnot and will not come to earth to reign ove
a wicked, unrightcous people who are in open rebellion against hime If he comes at
211 to such, it will be cnly in judgment and destructicn after they have had every
oppertunity to know and accept him as King, but have persistently and rcbelliously
rofused. Josus wants willing subjects — nct subjects forced into hisservice, or
corpelled to acknowledge him as Lord and King.

Before Jesus can come again tc earth, then, therc must be in existence at least
a nucleus of people who accept him as ruler, Lord, and King. There nmust be a waiting
expectant group of pecple who have bowed already to his authority -- who in hunility
and self-forgetfulness have given themselves to him. There must be a group of peosplc
who have obeyed the ordinances of his church administered under his authority, and wh
through that obedience have been re-born, regenerated —— who have become new creature:
There must be a group of paople whe have completely broken with their old allegiances
to the world to the world, the flesh, ond the devil, and who have declared and demon=
streted in daily living their allcgiance to Christ and to his saving principles of 1if

At this point I can almost hear someone saying, "Isn't it cnough to have the
kingdom in my heart? Isn't it encugh that I have given my heart to Josus?" No, that
is not encugh. It is uttcrly impossible to sepcrate true religion or true conversion
from daily acticns. One of the greatost-wmeaknesses of Christianity today is its very
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human and persistent attempt to keep religion a thing of the heart without any practi-
231 demonstration in the mundane affairs of getting a living, paying one's debts, get-
ting along with the neighbors, keeping peace bstween employer and employce, assuring
nonesty in government, or keeping the peace between nations,

Czn a true disciple of Christ, and a true subject of his kingdom have love in his
neart, and ignore the needs of others? Can he love God and Christ, and neglect to
love his neighbor and minister to his needs? John, the beloved disciples szys: "Here-
by perceive we the love of Christ, because he laid down his life for us; (that is, his
love found active, dynamic, physical expression) and we ought to lay down our lives
for the brethren. But those havh this world's good, and seeth his brother heave nced,
aind shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, howdwelleth the love of God in him?
ity little children, let us not love in word, neithcr in tongue only, but in dced and
in truth.” No, the kingdom will not be composed of these who kcep love in their heart
but never do anything practical about it. Rather it will be composed of those who
implement love, by giving expression to it in tangible physical ministry to those whe
nced that love,. '

The kingdom of God cannot be composed of those who profess to have rightceousness
in their hearts, but who neglect right relaticnships with others in thc practical,
everyday affairs of socicl, political, industrial, and cconomic life. "Righteousness"
is not some vague, impractical quality that is found exclusively in the human heart.
In the original Greeck of the New Testament "righteousness" very frcguuntly has the
meaning of "justice." Rightecusness is simply Jjustice -- God's justice =— in our dzal-
ings with each cther. In the kingdom of God we shall not have a group of people sit~
thing complacently 'saved" in the midst of peverty, sickness, sorrow, ignorance, in-
justice, graft, crime, vice, greed, hunger, and war; but rather a group of people who
3t least among themselves have solved most or all of those problems to the point where
they can live in peace and unity one with the other. The rightcousness of the kingdom
of God is right rclationships betwecn man and man, as well as between man and God, in
2ffairs of politics, business, industry, cconomics, banking, social relations, and
even the relations between nations.

Once upon a time there was a people who achieved this state. They wore the
pecople of Enoch, who are so briefly mentioned in the fifth chepter of Genesis and in
the 11th chapier of Hebrews. In modern revelation given through the prophet Joscph
Smith we are given a few additional facts about Encoch and his city. We are told that
"the Lord called his people Zion, because they were of one heart and onc mind, and
dwelt in rightcousness, and there was no poor ameng them." Thgyloved cach other to
the point where all differences were adjusted or resolved. They were of "one heart
and one mind." They had sclved the problems of social relationships. "There were nc
pocr among tham," They had solved the problcms of ecoromic relationshipse. They were
an outpost of the kingdom of God on earth, and according to Paul's meager account, wer:
translated into the kingdom of heaven without tasting death.

Latter Day Saints are trying to prepare another Zion like the Zion of Enoch, com=-
pused of a people gathered out and grouped together, regenerated through the ordinanccs
of the gospcl of Christ, prepared for service to each other zn! te the world, sworn tc
allegiance to Christ as King, living together in righteousness, justice, equality, lovc
and peace. We bclieve thot when such a neople is prepared, Christ can come to them and
reign over them; that he can usg that people as an objcct lesson to all the peoples of
earth; thst he can use its citi ens as ambassadors to other kingdoms of eartii, calling
them to repentance and citizensAip in the kingdom of God on cartha

We livc in hope and expectation of the day when the righteousness of such a people
will meke possible the coming of our Lord. We are striving to perfect ourselves,
individually and collectively, that we may be worthy tc dwell in Zion and meet the
Zion from above == Enoch's city -- when Christ comes. Ve pray that the kingdom of God
may go forth on the earth, and that the kingdom of hcaven may coire, that Jesus Christ
may rule as king and Lord over all his saints,
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