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SCRIPTURE: Lukc 19:11-27 with omissions
A4 certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kirgdom, and to

return. And he called his ten sorvants, and delivered them ten pounds, arnd said unto
thom, Occupy till I come. But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him,
saying, We will not hove this man to reign over us. 4And it came to pass, that when he
was returned, heving received the kingdom, then he commanded those servants %2 be call
unto him, to whom he had given the meney, that nc might know how much every m=n had
gained by trading. Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained tun pound
And hc said unto him, Well, thou good and faithful servant: BRecausc thou hast been
faithf®ul in a very little, have thou authority over ten citiss. And he said likewise
to him, Be thou also over five cities. (Then comes the report of the one who hid his
pourd, ard had no increase) And he sald unto them that stood by, Take from him the
pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds .... Unbtc ¢very one which hath shall be
given, and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be tcken from him. But
those mine ecnemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, arnd
slzy thar before me.
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Take heed thereforc how ye hocr, for whoscever hath, tc him shall be
given, and vhosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which
ne sccmeth to have, (Luke 8:18)

Matthew'!s parablc of the talents and Lukc's parasble of the pounds scem to be
c3sentially the same parable, diffcrently treated by two authorss and thercfore we are
considoring them tegcother in this sermon. Bath are lessons in watchful waiting and
in prcparedness, as is the parable of the five wisc and five foolish virgins. In each
the master is ebsent for an indeterminate time, lcaving the servants to occupy until
he returns. Luke says that Jesus told this porable because the Jews taught that the

ingdom of God should immediztely appoare. Evidently Jusus wanted to plant the idea
that the return of the Lord and the final reign of his kirngdom might be celayed longer
than either his followers or the Jews supposced.

In each purqble the Lord went away into a far country. Luke adds an element whicl
is not found in Matthew's account -~ that the Lord went to recceive a kingdom and returr
and that the citizens left behind in the first kingdom rebelled against him. This is
symbolic of the rebellion of the citizens of this world against the King who has gone
to receive a heavenly kingdom, but who some day will return to demand an accot.iting.

The first lesson to be learned from this pzrable is a lessom of stevardship. As
the Lord prepared to depart, he called unto him kis scrvants, and delivercd unto them
nis goods. Tho question of who ownxd those goods does not enter into the story at any
time. The Lord was the owner; the men woere only temporary stewards over his property
until hc should return end claim it. So are we steowards over our meterial posscssions
which have been tompeorarily placed in our care and management, until ths Lord returns
to demand an accounting of us.

The sccond lesson to be gleanad from those two parables is that the gifts and re-

sponsibilitics of this stowardship vere givon according to cepacity ~- "to cvery man
according to his several ability." A1l men are created equsl, in that all have cqual

rights to life, liberty, and the pursult of happincss; but in netural telents, in gifts,
in capacities, thcy are not =qual. God gives to some five talents, tc some two talents,
and to some one. Greater capacity brings greater gifts, and greater gifts bring great-
er responsibility. 4s desus says in another place, "Unto whomsocver much is given, of
him shall be nmuch required; and to whom men have committed much, of him will they ask
the nora.!
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The third lesson of thess parables 1s z lesson of responsivility and diligenceo.
All the servants werc told by the Lord, "Occupy till I come.'" To occupy is to carry
on in the same mammer as the Lord would have done -~ not merely to starnd guard over
what he had left, A1l the servants seemingly knew what was cxpected of theme. Two o
them "occupied" by increasing end enlarging and improving upon their stewardship. O
merely guarded or kept safe his stewardshipe.

When the Lord rotuwrned to take a reckoning of his servants, and found that two ¢
thom had ¢ oxblco tk money he had left with them, there is significance in the fact t
both rcceived the same commendation, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant, cnte
into the joy of thy‘Lord,' znd thoet in spite of their differcnt capacities, both =ontc
ed into or shered equally in that joy. Both had done their best according to the
measure of their gift, their opportlnlJy, and their capacity. In the pareble of the
pounds, os told by Lakc,«a statement from Matthaw's parable takes on a larger meaning
"Thou hast becn faithful over a few things; I will meke thec rulcr over many things,"
for in Lukec parable the Lord gives the five telert man five cities as his ncew steward
ship, and to the two talcnt man he glves two citics. Adgain the reward is according t
capacity to reccive, to apprecizte, and to usec.

Vhen the one talent man came Yo be reckoned with, he thought he too had becn a
faithful scrvant. He had safely kept his one talent. He had conserved his master's
wealth, but he had not increased it. "I feared thee" he said to his Lord, in a scem-
ing attempt to make the Lord respensible for his own timidity. He had venturced noth:
gained nothing. He hhd allowed his master's noncy cnd resources to lie idlc; he had
been idle himself, Idlencss is waste, and waste 1s wicked; therefore he was a2 wicked
as well as a slothful servant; and becausce eof his wickedness Luke says thzt he vas
cast into outer darkness.

"Unto every one which hath shall be given, and from him that hath not, cven that
which he hath shall be token awsy from him." This seems like not only a hard saying,
but an impossible onc. How can he who has nothing have anything taken away from him?
But in connection with the gtory which has gone before, the meaning is guite apparent
The one talent man has never rcally had his talent or his pound. It had passed throo
his possession, but it had been buricd in the earth the whole time of the Lord!'s absc
Beczuse he had nevér really had it, had never used it, it vas taken away from him.

We do not really have any talent, ony'&lft, any blessing which comesto us from God un-
til we "occupy," until we have made it our own by using it to his glory and the servi
of others, and by this use produced a return. We czn not be entrusted with many thin

until we have proved our abilities on fower, smaller things. Wc can ncver hope to
receive the true riches unless we have learned bto be faithful in the affairs entrustc
to us by Mammon,

It is an inviolable law of life and of the kingdom that the talent which is buri
is lost. Let a concert pianist ncglect hic practice and his piano for a yerr, and mu
of his talent will be lost. The fish vhich in the blackness of Mammoth cave had no
nced to usc their eyes, have lost their eyesight. The muscle or organ which is not
used soon loses its powors, This is the negative side of the picture., The other sid
is that then any talent is used, it is developed by use. Nuscles and organs of the
body can be trained to do fantestic feats of strength and skill by long continued

practice and use There are latent, unexplored telents within each once of us -- buric
unkriown -- bocause we have nover had the faith or the courage te use them and increasc
tham

The last lesson tc be gzined from the two parablcs of the talents and the pounds
is the lessson that we must live our lives in courageous faithe. Nothing ventured,
nothing gained. We must do more than merely gunrd the talents which have bcen given
to us, for fear that they may be lost in acticn or tarnished and battered by use,
Except a corn of whaat fall into the grcund ard dic, it abideth alone, but if it fall
into the ground and die, it bringeth forth much fruit. Ho who risks and loses his 1if
in service will find his potentialities for service incrcased many fold, and in the do-
of accounting will be worthy to center into the joy of his Lord,
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