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SCRIPIURE: Matthew 13:31-33

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a

grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: Vhich indeed is the

least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becomet:

a tree, so that the birds of the air and lodge in the branches thcreof.

Another parable spakc he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unte leaven, which

a woman took, and hid in thrce measures of mcal, till the wholc was leavcened,
SHFHEEE

Thine, O Lord, is the kingdom, and the powcr, and the glory,
forever and ever.

We live in an age that worships bigness. We live in a day of supermarkets, and
giant corporations. Such words as stupendous, colossal, and gigantic have been used
about so many motion pictures, so many government spending programs, so many industri
developments that the words hove largely lost their meaning. Yet we still ;in owr
faith on armies numbering in the millions, on superlatively large flcets of fighter a:
bomber planes, tanks, submarines, and battleships, on our gigantic stockpiles of bombs
and guns and shells., We worship bigness. Ve still believe that the side with the bi;
gest armies and the most colossal supply of weapons wins, in spite of the many plain
facts and lessons of history, that "the bigger they are the harder they fall," and in
spite of the fact that we pray, "Thine, O Lord is the kingdom, and the power...,"

Conversely, though we live in an age that worships bigness and power, we also
live in the atomic age -- the age which deals with the smallest known divisions of
matter. The atem is a tiny thing; yct it is divided and subdivided into neutrons,
protons, and elcctrons vwhich arc still smaller. We have discovered that the force or
energy which holds these tiny frogments of matter together is the most powerful thing
in the universe ~- a force so tremendous that it beggars such puny words as gigantic,
colossn l, and stupendous. Onc of the scientists who worked on the devclopment of the
first atom bomb said back in 1945 that the force in one ounce of matter is cquivalent
roughly te the entire energy outpubt of the great power plant at Boulder Dam for a
vhole month! The power of the 2tom bomb is fantastically greater than the power of Ui
great "block buster" bombs of the last war. Yet the block buster weighed several
thousand pounds, and we arc tcld that an ctomic bomb can be carried in a suitcasc.
Here in our ownr-time is. ancther demonstration of an old but hard-to-belicve truth ——
that true worth and value, and oven true powor do not necessarily depend on bigness.

£ the lcaven beth illustrate the worth and
tislities of power which are often hidder

3
the veluc of tiny things, and the grea
away in small, uncbtrusive forms. sced was rcputedly the smallest of all
sccdse By Jewish law and custom mustard was not supposed to bec grown within the re-
latively small confines of a gardsn, but was regarded as a field plant. ¥hen planted
in a field, the plant grew to 2 height of eight to ten feet -- large enough for the
birds to ncst in. The mustard seed =-- one of the smallest of seceds -- has within it-
self the life and power which cnables it tc expand and grow and increasec its size in
almost a spectacular marner. In this growtn it takes the materials of the soil in
which it is planted, and transforms and transmutes thot soil into a living organism
which gives shelter to the birds of heaven.

So it is that the comparatively small, insignificant, quiet 1ife of the kingdom
grows from a small beginning, transforming erd transmuting the world in which it is
placed and the lives with which it comes in contact, until it reaches such a size that
all nations of thc earth may find shelter and sustcnance under it., The kingdom is
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like unto the grain of mustard sced, in that it contains unsuspected power in & small
and unobtrusive form,

The parable of the leoven is 2 companion parable to the parable of the musturd
sced. The organisms which give lcaven its power to expand and enlarge and 1ift and
change the whole lump of dough, arc too small to be scen by the human eyc. When ve
sce them singly through a microscope, it seems unbelievable thnt anything so tiny
shouid exert such power. But although lcaven is small, invisible, and insignificant,
it can take threec measures of mezl (and thesc measurces were "scahs" of aboubt a peck
and a half cach; three cf thom would make more than o bushel of mcal) and quictly lift
it and change it and expand it, making it into the raw material from which is produccc
bread ~- the food of man.

The Jew of Jesus' day had lergely lost the old concept thet their cxample was to
be the selvaticn of 211 nations, and had ndopted the policy of keeping studiously apar
from other rations and other peoples. By this parablc of the leaven Jesus frowns upor
this concept. By this parasble he shows that the ideals, the ethics, the morality of
the kingdom must be taken to the world -- must be "hidden'" in the world by tiny indivi
w:l. bits of leaven, until the leaven permncotes and beings to rev lutionize. the wholc
lump. The material things of the world are not unimportant; but they nced to be
chenged and lifted up by the lcaven of the kingdon.

The leaven of the kingdor: nmust be placed in the lump of the world by vital, dedi-
cated people vthe will fit themsclves for service, place thomselves in key peositions,
and then speak out by word and by ocxanplc when ths time of decision comes. This is
the thesis of a little book published a few yeara ago, titled, "You Can Choange The
World." Oftimes when the groct mass of people lie apathetic and inert like a lump of
dough, onc voice spesking out at thce right time and placc can revolutionizc the whole
situation. One man fired dth Christian idecls con often change the course of history
he can often sway men and furnish the leaven which vitalizes the groups of which he is
a part —- his community, his labor union, his socizl crowd, his business associates,
his church,

The leaven of the kingdom is likewisc spread by vitel, dedicated, key groups,
Christianity was begun by Jesus and cleven disciples. Even a small church which could
demonstrztc the ideals of the kingdom today in practical economic, social, and politic
action, could revolutionize the world. ZEven so small 2 group as the family way produc
an atmosphere and supply a lesven which will roach out to the entire neighborhoed, and
may work out from there slowly and imperceptibly to change the world. It is worth
remembering that Jesus -- end neerly =211 good men —- have been the products of good
homes,

The leaven of the kirnpdom is working. =nd has been quietly working for centuries
to change the world, Observe how the attitucge of the world towards slavery has change
In Jesus?! day and Paulis, there were rore sicves than free man; but we have come a
long way from Paul's letter to Philemon about ihs slave Onesimus, to the recent
decision of the Supreme Court recuiring equal educsticnal opportunities for those only
a few generations removed from slavery. Little by little, the leaven of the kingdom
is showing us the futility of modern war in which nobody wins, Perhaps some day the
leaven will permcate the lump thoroughly enough thot we shall demand the abolition
of war as we have of slavery,

Are you leaven, or arc you just 2 pert of the lump? If you think that lcaven is
not needed, consider whether you would like to live in a community or in a world whick
knew nothing of the teachings of Jesus, or the teachings of the Bible -- a world
ignorant of all Christian concepts of God, of morzlity, of justice, of truth, and
righteousness -— a world vhere all such concepts were rooted out of our sociology,
ecconomics, and govermnment. The lcaven has been working, is working now, must kecp
on working until the whole lump is leavened. And you can help to change the world.
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