HEAR Y& HIn #80
THE KIMGDOM AT HAND

Evan A. Fry, Radio Minister
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints i
Indeperndence, liissouri All hights Reserved
SCRIPTURE: Luke 21:25~31
And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars, and upon the
earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's
hearts failing them for feer, and for looking after those things which are coming
upon the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see
the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and grest glory. And when these things
begin to come to pass, then look up, and 1ift up your heads; for your redemption
raweth nigh. And he spake to them a paratle: Behold the fig tree, and all the
trees; When they now shoot forth, ve see and know of your own selves that summer is
now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, vhen ye see these things come to pass, know ye
that the kirgdom of God is nigh at hard,

[VRVETEYRVRY
IEEEEE

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent
ye, and bolieve the gospel. (Mark 1:15)

In the beginning of dJohn the Baptist's ministry he preachsd, "Repent ye, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand," A little later, when Jesus ontered upon his ministry,
hz made the same appeal and the same announcement: "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand." Still a little later, when he had called and commissioned the Twclve,
hc scnt them forth with the instruction, "As ye go, preach, saying, Thc kingdom of
heasven isat hand. M
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There is a strange urgency —— 2 strangce sense of haste about that phrasc, "at
hand.” In the 0ld Testament it is used several times by prophots to foretcll impend-
ing judgment and calemity which came as predicted within a short space of time, When
Jesus is the Garden of Gethsemane said, "The hour is at hand and the Son of man is
betrayed into the hands of sinmers .... behold, he is at hand that doth betray me,®
Matthew continues in the next verse to say that "while he yct spake," Judas came into
thc garden to betray and arrest him,

If the kingdom was "at hand" even befere Jesus entered upon his active ministry,
why do we still walt for it today? iere John the Deptist and Josus wrong when they
declared it to be "at hand?* The gquestion is still further complicated by the fact
that near the close of his ministry Jesus listed in some detail the signs of his
future coming in glory and judgment, and said, "ihen ye sec these things come to pass,
know ye that the kingdow of God is nigh at hardo" The kingdom was "nigh at hand" in
the days cf John the Baptist, in the days of Josus and the disciples; and it will be
nigh at hand in the doy of Christ's scecrd coning in glory, —_

The New Testament church lived in a constant tension botwzen two concepts ~- the
concept of a present kingdom into which each one who had fully accepted Christ had
fully entered, and the concept of an unrealized, future, triumphant kingdom ~hich
should soms day overthrow all worldly kingdoms, subdue all evil under which the szcints
suffered untold persecutions, and establish Jesus as King of Kings and Lerd of Lords.
We still live in that state of tension arnd expectancy, a 1ittle doubtful at times of
the future kingdom, cven though we have experienced -- 2t lecast in part -- the
rcdemptive power of the present kingdor.

We have said scveral times in previous scrmens that therc arc many aspects, modcc,
or phases of the kingdom. The kingdonm is present, znd yet it is also futurc; it is
realized, and yet it is also unrcalized. It is always a kingdom available to those
who will obey its laws —- the kingdom "at hand" and not a kingdom afar off, But for
the triumphant kingdom forctold by Christ, we still wait in faith, -
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Perhzps we shall not have to wait much longer. To those who believe in the
signs which Jesus gave to warn of his second ccming, it seems increasingly obvious
that the day for the realization of his triumphant kingdom is "“near at hand." For
centuries the church has awaited the fulfillment of this promise. Many have grown
weary of waiting, andhave attempted to rationalize or spiritualize the hope of a
triumphant kingdom -- to put it in heaven rather than on earth -- to claim that the
sccond coming of Christ was to be a spiritual coming, and not a literal, physical
coming in clouds of glory. Some have scoffed, and by their very scoffing have ful-
filled prophetic scripture, which says that in the last days there shall be ¢ offers,
walking in their own lusts, and saying, "Whers is the promise cf his coming?" Yet
Peter reassures us, as does Paul and every writer of the New Tegstament, that the
second coming shall scme day be 2 reality, and warns us to be aware of the signs, lest
that day overtzlk us as a thief in thc night. Twenty of the twenty-seven books of th
New Testament teach the secord coming, and the authors of the other seven books mentic
it elsewhere. Tho second coming is mentioned 318 times in 260 chaplers.

Let us niow look briefly at some of the signs wiich indicate that the kingdom of
heaven 1s "at hand," thal the sccond coming of our Lord cannot be delayed much longer.
One of the signs was to be a multiplication of false Christs and false prophets, If
you have been smuzly contcnt in your own reiigion, you probably have no idea at all
of the number of rcligious lcaders who have appeared in the past hundrod years in
various parts of the world claiming to be re-incarnations of God or Christ, or claim-
ing to be a great prophet who would uniic all mankind in brotherhood and peace. By
their fruits ye shzll know them.

Another sign of the coming kirngdom vas "wars and rumors of wars," with nation
rising against nation, and kinudom asainst kingdorm. The rumors of war which once
flewr by slow sailing vesscl and horse-drawn mail coach now fly with the speed of light
on every radic wave, by television, by wirephoto, by automatic printer. They are
printed on high spced printing presscs, and sent forth by millicns in every mail which
now travels in planes &t speeds approaching the speed of scund. Truly, this is a
day of "rumors of wars."

It ic also a day of "wars and commotions,” or wars and instabilitics. There are
few nations on carth today besides our ovm which have not changed their form of
govermment in the past hundred ycarse. Hings without mumber have lost their thrones;
crepires have been deprived of many of their pessessicns and much of their former pres-—
tigc amd power. Instability of goverrmment is reflected in instability of currency in
mest of the nations of the werld, in ecenomic upheaval, in depression and w: - ployment

A hundred years ago, wer ~- terrible as it was -- affected comparatively few of
the citizens of the worring nations. The last war, though we escaped its full fury
here in America, wes brouzht right to the deor of most of the residents of Europe. No
one will ever know the total loss of private pronerty, in homes, businesses, factories.
roads, utilitics, public buildings -- or the tctal lcss of civilian life == in the mas:
borbings of the citics of Buwrope. Truly in our day war has been poured out upon all
mations, and the ernd is not yct.

As a result of wer, fanine and pestilence have staliked through the world, fulfil-
ling another sign of the neerress of Christ's sccond caming, Mon's hearts arc failing
then for fear for looking ferwrovd to the things coming upon the earth, asve contemplate
what may happon if the H borb or the new cckalt bovb are unlcashed. Once we thought
that the prophct was exoggerating when le spoke of the elements melting with fervent
heat, bBnd the earth and the works that are therein being burned up; but we now have
within our hands the power to accomplish literally that result.

The day of judgment for many men, many nations, many systems, many philosophies,
is near. The signs 21l point to the frminent coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ, to
Judge the earth and to establish his kingdem. M"iher these things begin to come to
pass, " Jesus said, "look up, and lift up ycur heads, for your rcdemption draweth nigh."
If Jeosus was right, and if these signs be truc, the triumphant kingdom is "at hand."
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