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SCRIPTURE: MMatthew 5:1<10
And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain; and when he was set, his dis-

ciples came unto him: And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying: Blessed are
the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Biessed are they that mourn,
for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are they which do hunger ard thirst after righteousness, for they shall be
filled. Blessed are the mercifui; for thcy shall obtain mercy., Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they shall see God, Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called the children of God., Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness!
sakc, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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VWhosoever is born of God doth nct continue in sin; for the Spirit of God
remaineth in him; and he carnot continue in sin, becausc he is born of
God, having received that holy Spirit of promise.

When a person is born again, thercby becoming 2 spiritually begotten son of God
and an heir of God's lkingdom, his changed life will be demonstrated by a full and
willing obedience to certzin spiritual laws. It is about thosec spiritual laws of the
kingdom that we wish to talk this morning.

The best summary of the spiritual laws of the kingdom is pcrhaps to be found in
the beatitudes from the Sermon on the Mount, for in those cight brief statements Jesus
gives a description of those who shall be dcemed worthy to be citizens of the kingdom
of God. The people who kcep these laws are blessed. e should note here that his
word is not the past participle of the verb "to bless," but is an adjective meaning
"happy." Thosc who keep these kingdom laws arc happye A truer, or at least z broader
sense of the meaning of the beatitudes might be gaincd by reading "How happyl" rather
than "How blessed." Those who kecp thesc spiritual laws are happy in God's sight,
thercfore truly happy, in that they are enjoving thc privileges and blessings of God's
kingdom.

"Blossed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdem of heavene." Although
all authorities seem %0 agree that the phrase "in spirit" is an addition to the origin-
al script, yet the phrase seems to belong therse FPoverty is not in and of itself
"blessed," nor are 211l pocr people happye. On the other hand, poverty can be the source
of much suffering and care, ss well as the cause of covetousness, resentment, and
hatrcd for others who are more fortunatce, Thus the poor man may be just as great a
sinner as the selfish, unscrupulous rich, if he hatcs and envies the riche [But the
"poor in spirit" are thosc who feel their spiritual lack and rccognize their spiritual
povcfty and need; they arc those whe come down in the depths of humility te confess
their sins and seck Torgiveness through Christjlthey arc those who == whother they be
rich or poor in worldly goods == rccognize that we are 21l begoars before God, Such
poverty of spirit is thc beginning of all virtue 2nd of all spiritual progress.

"Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted." Those who mourn may
mourn because of what others have done to them, because of their own sufferings and
affilictions. But the true mourners in the sense intended by this verse, are those who
mourn for their ocwn sins, as well as for the sins of others, and those who shsre in the
sorrow of every other mourner in the world, as God sharcs such sorrow. Seeing how their
own sins have contributed to the sum total of grief and woe and pain in the earth, they
mourn their own sins. Seeing how all sin contributes to the suffering of mankind, they
mourn for all men's sins everywheree. They fecl and share in the sorrow and suffiring
and calamity of others; they share likewise in the godly sorrow which f£ills the heart
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of God as he beholds the suffering of his children, and waits for them to choose the
ways of his kingdom instead of the ways of wickedness. Those who thus mourn and share
the sorrows of the ecarth shall be comforted -- given strength through Christ.

"Blessed zre the meek, for they shall inherit the earth." The meeck are not the
said or the woebegone, not the little or the weak or timid or spincless. The meck are
those who arc humbly deperdcnt on God —- thO§9_EQQ_EEEQEEigQ_LhQLLJﬂgLﬁprihfand‘Eheir
ovm _strength, but also their insignificance; those who arc more concerned about duties
tHan about rights; those who are strong, but who have their strength under righteous

control and direction. The proud, self-sufficient man who recognizes no lack, no need,
no strength outside of his own, and who secks to impose his own will on everybody else
by force, is inevitably, in the very mature of thirgs, doomed to frustration and defeat.
But the mzck shall inherit the earth as their right, their legacy, because they are
children of God &nd citizens of his kingdom.

"Blessed are they which do hunger ard thirst after righteousness, for they shall
be filled." DMNo man is righteous, in the full and complete sense of the word. No man
has righteocusness within himself, for all have sinned and come short of the glory of
God. But the man who hungers and thirsts after rightecousness -- who intensely desires
and passionately longs for them, shell be filled with that righteousness which is a
gift of grzce from God through Jesus Christ. It is not those who have righteousness,
who have arrived, who are blessed, but those who hunger and thirst after it, who desire
it, strive for it, long for it, and find it through Christ., However, thage who hunger
and thirst zfter rightcousness will be unceasingly trying to adjust their iives to the
standards of action which Christ demands of his followers; for the word here translated
"rightcousness" means literally "justice" -- right dealings between man and man, and
mzn ard Cod. T } [

"Alessed arc the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy." Mercy is notmerely a
sentiment; it is a practice -- a way of life. He who would he blessed ir the kingdom

Qf God must judge the sins of others as gemerously, as forgivingly, as mercifully as
he judges his own. He must forgive others freely, as he expects God to forgive him
freely, for God cannot forgive the sin of failing to forgive another his trespasses.
The law of the kinzdom is that we must extend to others the mercy we expect to-receive

from God, ard tlat the humility of such mercy shall then have ¢lzim on God's mercy.
p bl e e, R

"Blessed are the purc in hcart, for they shall sce God." Pwrity means thc absence
of extrancous matter ~= cicanlincss. For example, 2z jar of honey may be composed of
fifty per cent corn syrup, which is perfectly wholesome and ggod to eate. But honey
which is £ifty per cent corn syrup is not "purs" honey. The m3R %ho is "pure in heart"
(that is, in mind, spirit, perscnality, amd body, or in the tGtal man) has nothing in
his life which is noct compatible with godlincss. There is nothing there which doesn't
belong there ~- nothing in mind or body cr spirite. The whole personality is focused
upon and dedicated to one thing -~ God and his purposcs. Such men have the promise
that they shell se¢ God.

"Blessed are the peacemzkers, for they shall be called the children of God."
Pcace is not merely the absence of open hostilities. It is a state of well-being in
wbigh_jgggngggilyg_Egg§idhs, no rcesentments, no hatreds or emmities, no jealousies, no
festering scnse of injustice. The peace makers do more than hope for peace; they mzke
pcace by removing the causes of contention, They effect rcconciliatichs; they bring
about harmonious relationships that corrcct discords beforc they reach the explosive

stage. The peaccmakers arc truly the children of God, and heirs cf his kingdome
"Blessed are they which arc persecuted for rightdcusness' sake, for theirs is the

kingdomn of hcavene" Always when men strive for rightcousness and justicd and equity
in humzn relaticonships, there arc cther men viho wanv to continue in unrighteousncss,
injustice, and insquity which is iniquity, and who stop at no violence, no persccution,
tc maintain their special privilege and prcferential status, Vhen a man who knows he
he is doing right is persccuted, ne should rcjoice, for such pcrsecution for righteous-
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ness! sake is an indication of Ris worthiness of the kingdom of heaven,
When men who are born again into thc church and fanily of God, they dedire with

all their hearts to keeg,j%gﬁ&;g%ériiual l@ﬂg_g%,&heukingdgm; and whencver and where-
cver’fﬁégé—Igﬁgyare truly kept, there men arc essed == happy -- now and for cternity.

Printed from www.restored.org



