HEAR YE HIF #7L
THE MORAL LAWS OF THE KINGDOM

Evan A. Try, Radio Minister

fteorganized Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter Day Saints :

Independence, Missouri All Rights heserved

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians L:122~32

+...Put off the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be re
newed in the mind of the Spirit; and ... put on the new man, which after God is create
in righteousness ard true holiness., Wherefore putting sway lying, speak every man
truth with his neighoor, for we are members one of another. Can ye be angry, and not
3in? lct not the sun go down upon your wrath. Neither give place to the devil, Let
Liim thst stole steal no morc; but rather 1t him labor, working with his hands for th
things which are good, that ye may have to pive to him that needeth. Let no corrupt
communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying
that it may minister grace unto the hcarers. And grieve not the Holy Spirit cf Cod,
whercby ye arc sealed unto the day of redemption. Lot all bitterness, and wrath, and
anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put awvay from you, with all malice; And be
ye kind one to ancther, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even us God for Christ'c
sake hath forgiven you,

Ixcept your rigatcousnesq shall exceed that of the Scribes zand
Fharisces, yc shall in no case enter into the kingdom of hoaven.

When the lawyer came to Jesus asking which was the grestest commandment, Jesus
vont back to the zncient words of deses for his answer —-—- werds which were the very
foundation of Jewish religious thought, "Hear, O Isrzel; the Lord our God is one
Lerd: And thou shalt love the Lord th) God with a1l thine hcart, and with 231l thy
gsoul, and with all uhy'mléﬁf‘“ "This is the first commandment,! said Jesus, and added,
"And ﬁhc sceond is like this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none
other commandment greator than this.” The second commandment was likewise taken from
the ancient laws of Moses. Obvicusly it was not the intention of Jesus to do away witl
any of tha Mosaic laws, but rathcr to present them in a new light, and in proper
perspectivz. Jesus did not mean that the ten commandments or any other Mosaic laws ri
garding morality were suspended, but that if people would whole-heartedly observe the
two greatest commandments, there would be no need for a multiplicity of lesser and mox
specific laws or for the prohibitions of the ten commandments. People who observe th:
obligaticns of loving the One God with all the heart, mind, soul and strength, and of
loving neighbor as self, do not need a mass of prohibitory law, They live above law;
for laws are made for those whose nature is guch that they will do what the law pro-
hibits unless restrainad. The man who has never fclt in his heart the desire to
murder is not affected at all, one way cr another, by a law against murder. The law
could be removed, and he would still be the same kind of man. One who loves God with
all his teing and his neighbor as himself will need no specific law against idolatry,
or blasphemy, or murder, or disrcspuct to parents, or adultery, or theft, or dishonss’
or covetousness, or any other sin.

The FPharisees had attempted to reduce the merality of the kingdom to a legal
formala. They were the Furitans, the Separstists of their dey, holding themselves
aleof and apart from the common peonle, taking pride in thtir exclusiveness, in their
superior piety. There werc literally thousands of minute, ccresmonial laws ~— many
more than the average man could cven learn =-- which the fh;rlsacs tried to keep, and
d=spised other men for net kecping. bliost of them had nothing to do with morality.

But in their attempts to keep those ceremonial lews, the Pharisees neglocted the
weightier matters of the lawe There hesrts were not right. They pretended to love
God, but they had no love for fellowmen. Their rightecusness was a rightecousness of
ruales and regulations and laws, not a righteousness of the heart. It was negative --
concerned about things not to do -- rather than positive, or concernsd with tings that

ught to be done. It was static, not dynamic. It was uncharitable, nct loving. It
W”S hypocritical, nct sincecre.
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Jesus told his disciples thst widess their rightecusness should exceed that of
the Scribes and Pharisees, they should in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.
He didn't mean by this that men should keep more laws, but fewer. He meant that the
rightecusness of the kingdom must be a righteousness which comes from within, not onc
which is enforced from without. He meant that the righteousness of the kingdom is a
rizhteousness of nature, not of rule and regulation. len must be righteous and moral
because they want to be, because it is their nature to be, because the desir:s of the
heart demand that they be, not because they are forced to be. And since unregenerate
man does not want to be righteous, does not find it in his nature to bec righteous, ar
has to be restrained by force of law from being unrighteous, wz are brought hack oncc
again to the necessity for a new birth, Jesus, who said that our righteousness must
exceed that of the Scribes and Pharisees also stressed the necessity for a new birth
in the words, "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of heaven,®

“hen a man hos truly been reborn, when he has sincerely come in the door of the
kingdom through faith in God and Christ, repentance of his sins, baptism inwater as -
syubol of the death of the old man ard the birth of the new, and the laying on of
kands to bring the new life of the Holy Spirit which is the life of the ever-living
Christ -~ then he is a new creature. No longer does he love sin; he hates it. Not
that he is now perfect, nor that he will ncver agcain have to meet temptation; but if
he mects temptotion he will fight azainst it and spurn it. Or if perchance he tempo-
rarily falls again into sin, he will not delight in it, excuse himself in it, and
continue in it as he once did; but he will repent of his mistake, forsake his sin, an
try diligently to do it no mor.. Humbled by his own failures, and by his own struggl
to meet temptation, he will have the uimost of charity for the failures of others. H
will love God with all his heart. 2 will endeavor to make that love fruitful and
dynamic by loving God alsc with the intelligsonce of his mind and his strength of his
body, and by loving his neighbor as himself,

Within the human heart are the well-springs of human conduct and of morality and
immerality. Human conduct grows out of human nature. Temptation from without finds
its response within, and only as it finds response within does the temptation grow
into the sinful decd. We react to our enviromment according to the kind of people we
arc. dJust as the hog always will scek his wallow and the honey bee the flowcrs, so
choose our zctions according to the kind of people we asre. As Jesus said, "From with
out of the hcarts of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulterics, fornications, murders,
thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, and evil eye, blasyhemy,
pride, foolishness; All these evil things come from within and defile the man,"
James expresses a similar thought in thesz words® "Let no man say vhen he is temptec
I am tempted of God; for God cannot be temptzd with evil, ncither temptcth he any na:
But every man 1is tempted, when he is drawn away of his cwn lust, and enticed." Man
must be rcborn, his nature changed, if hc is to entér the kingdem of heaven.

The moral laws of the kingdom, then, rre the same laws as taught in the Mosaic
code; but citizens of the kingdom can irnore the losaic code if they zbide by the
conmandment to love Ged vwith all, and tc love tnoir neighbor as thomselves. In keepi
these two greatest commandments they will keep the whele iiosaic code, and more. Kin-
dom righteousness, kingdom morality cannot bs legislated or enforced from without, fc
although force may stop the overt doed of sin, it cannot change the sinful heart.

ffe still need to be reminded at times that we are not necessarily good because o
the rules we obey, or because of the things we do not do, but because of what we are.
No amount of meticulous observance of external law will substitute for the new birth.
However, even one who has been born zgain is still subject at times to temptation and
human weakness, and nceds to be reminded frequently that he who is a new crcaturc in
Christ Jesus does not lic, or stezl, or give way to unrestrained anger; that he must
labor with his hands for that which is good; that he must speak no evil; that he must
forsake wrath, bitterness, anger, clamor, and evil speaking; that he must be kind,
tender-hearted, forgiving, chaste, humble and temporate in all things. Only he who i
moral because he has "put on the new min, which after God is created, in rightecusness
snd trueg holiness" is fit for the kingdcm of heaven.
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