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SCRIPTURE: Matthew 16:13-20, revised Standard Version.

Now when Jesus came into the district of uaesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
"Who do men say that the Son of man is?" And they said, "Some say John the Baptist,
others say Elijah, and others say Jeremian or one of the pronhets." He said to them,
"But who do you say that I am?" Simon Petcr replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God." And Jesus answered him, "Blcssed are you, Simon Zar-Jona! For flec
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven, And Itell y
you are Petzr, and on this rock I will build my church, and the powcrs of death shall
not prevoil 2egainst it. I will zive unto you the keys of the kingdem of heaven, and
vhatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loonse cn earth
shall be loosed in hesven." Then he strictly charged his disciples to tell nc one t
he vas the Christ, St
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I am he that 1l veth and vas dead; and behcld, I am alive for everrors,
Amen; and have the keys of hell ard cof dzath,

Jesus by his death znd resurrcction opcned certezin doors == the doors of hell
ard of death ~- so that those who were waiting there without hope could in due time
come forth to immortzl life. By vanquishing the powers of death, hec vroved hLis
possession of the keys of dezth and of hell, He has set before zll men an open door,
which no inan can shut; but because of ignorance, pride, sin, or rekellion, men may
refuse to go through it. There still need to be keys which will unlock the kingdom
Lo thoze who now live in sin, in pride, in ignorance, in rebellion. What are the
keys of the kingdom? Who has them? And for what are they to be uscd?

4 key is something which unlocks or opens. A key mekes available thot which is
behind the closed, locked door. It will probably help in our understanding of this
passage if we rcmember that in the oriental houschold with which Jasus and his follow
were fomiliar, the stoward or head sorvont of a houschold was his mester's trusted arn
authorized perscnal representative. It was this steward who carried all the keys of
the household -- not only the key te the front docr, but the keys te a1l the cupboard
pantries, supply rocms, and treasura chests as well., It is significant, I bclicve,
that Jesus did nct rive to Peter or to anyone clse the key (singular) of the kingdom,
tut the keys, (plural). Tos often we assume that there is only onz key =- the key tr
the front docr of the kingdem. Wo shall come ncarer to Jesus! truc meaning, I believ
if we think of him as giving the househcld keys to the stewards over the houscheld of
God.

The possession of these keys docs not confor upon these who hold thown special
privilege, but epcecial and inescapable obligation to soe that the resources, the
spiritusl focd znd drink, the spiritual treasures, the spiritual cpportunities which
are so degperately necded by the men and women whoe are sons and daughters in the
househcld of God, should be made available frecly to them, He who bears the keys has
authority, but he has no claim to special privilege, He usad the keys not toc keep th
resources of the kingdem away from these who need them, but to match those .asources
against human need, at whatever cost to his own convenience,

Peter wes not the only one to possess the keys of the kingdom. The 16th chapter
cf latthew gives Peter the keys of the kingdom, and power to bind and loose on earth:
the 18th chapter and the 18th verse give thet same power to all the apostles. "Bind"
and "Loose' in the vernacular of ths rabbis meant to "forbid," or to “allcw." There
are several examples in the New Testament of how thc apostles and others rendered
decisions forbidding or allowing certain things in the church, using their keys to
open or shut the doors involved in each case.
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The keys of the kingdom are keys of authority, of priesthood. Not gveryone has
wuthority to open the door of the kingdom, or to open the doors to the resources witli-
in the kingdom. The 19th chapter of Acts, verses 1 through 7, gives the stoery of how
Paul in his travels came upcn certain converts in Ephesus for whom someone had tricd
to opon the deoor of the kingdom. Paul inquired of them as to whether they had reccive
the life of the kingdom -- the Holy Ghost, They replied, "We have not so much as hear
whethir there be any Holy Ghost." Somcone had pretended to open the door for them
and had failed. Since thzs one who had previously raptized them had no authority, that
ordinance had not unlveked for them the docr which gave them access to this special
gift of the Holy Spirit as an 2biQiug Oumfemtar Tiose who scught the kingdom were
not being properly ministered to or fed from the storenvuce o2 ~he kinedorm. Paul
therefore found it necessary to baptize them cgain with suthority, and to luy ieawsn~ .oy
theme Then the door was openzd. The keys of his authority prevsiled, and thesc
Fphesians converts rcceived the Holy Ghost.

No men can come intc the kingdom loaded down with sins. His sins must be canceli.
wut, fecrgiven. How are sins forgiven? The atencment of Jesus of course mekes such
forgiveness possible, but thet forgivencss is not availsble te the man who centinues
in stubborn and wilful rebellion. Peter was offering to use the kors of the kingdom
in behalf of the men of Jeruszlem when he exhorted them on the dey of Pentecost, "Repc
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the rcmissicn cf sins.
and ye shzll rcceive the gift of the Holy Ghost." He was offering remission and for—
giveness of sins, by the grace of Ged, on vonditions cf repentance, reostitution and
reccnciliaticon, and obedience to the ordinances of baptism and the laying on of hands.
Jesus hzd sald that men must be born again -= born of water and of the Spirit -- or
they could not seec the kingdem. Authority from Ged was and is essentiel if these
ordinances arc tc be binding upcn CGod, and efficacious for those secking entrance to
the kingdom. Only pricsthood authcrity can open the docr of forgiveness cof sins, can
~pen the door of the kingdom, can make available all the gifts and blessings 2nd facil-
itics for spiritual growth and nourishment which the kingdom afforils.

In the free and easy atmosphere of Protestantism, it has become ponular to believ
that priesthood authority is unimvortant, non-essential, or even non-existent. It is
often taught that all one has to do to obtain full forgiveness of sin is to confess
the name of Jesus. If anyone who took a notion could walk into the kingdom of heaven
on any terms he chose, why did Jesus say to Peterf "I will give unto thee the keys
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in
heavent ard whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in herven®? vhy did
Le extend this authority in Matthew 18:18 to £11 the apostles? why did he scy to the
disciples, according to John 20:23, '"jkhose socver sins ye remit, they cre remitted
unto them; 2nd whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained"? These verses seem to
us to indicate that priesthood authority is nccessary to open the doors of forgiveness.
Pricsthood authority bears the keys of the kingdom.

Another key to the kingdom is the key of knowledze. When certoin men hove know=
ledge which will open doors of oppertunity to cthors, but refuse to usc thot key, they
are most reprchensible. The Seribes and Pherisers had such knowledge ~=- at lecast in
part. They were the guardisns and intervreters of the Scriptures; they had certain
keys to the resources and riches of the kingdom. But in condemning them Jesus said:
"Woc unto you scribes, and Phariscis, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of hesven
against men: for ye ncither go in yoursclves, neither suffer yco them that are entering
to go in." "@oe unto you lawyers! for ye have takon ~way the key of knovledge? ye
entered not in yoursclves, and them th-t were entering yo hindeored.t

The apostlcs, and cven lesser ministers, by authority of their pricsthood, hzd the
keys which opened the docr to the kingdom to peoples and nations. o nia who 1
anyapostlc, gpened the door of the ki%gdom topSa%l, or Paul, ?ActsAgzﬁb-E?)mh .was He
FPaul opened the door of the kingdom to a deputy nam .d Sergius Paulus and his friend
Elymas, the sorcerer. Sergius beliecved and entered the open door; Ely@as sco?fed and
remained outside., (Acts 13:6-12) Acts 1L:27 sums up one of Paul's missionary journeys
by saying that hc had cpensd the decor of faith to the Gentiles,
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There are many doors of the kin-dom which can be opened by men who hove the key;
of priesthood zuthority, of wisdom, of knowledge, of skill, of training and prepariti
The steward of the househeld not only has the keys to the front door, but the keys to
411 the treasures and stores and facilities within the household. The keys of the
kingdom are nct one, but many. They are in the pecssession of those who have becn
cxlled and commissioned as stowards over the house of CGod., These stewards must be ti
servants of 211, feeding the houschold of God in meckness, in humility, in self~-forgst
fulness, and in love.
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