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SCRIPTURE: Romans 8:9-17
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he 1s none of his. . And if Christ be
in you, ‘though the bo*v shall die because of sln, yot the Spirit is life, because
of righteousness.. And if the Spirit of him that raisced up Jesus from the dead
dwcll* in yod; he th:t reiscd up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodieg by his Spirit which dwclleth in you. i%“r(Por brethren, we are debtors not
to the 1fsh,’uo live a: tur the flesh. For if ye live aftcr the flesh.unto ein,:
ye -shall diej but if NS through the Spirit to mortify the deeds of the body, ye
shall lvvc unto Chris t For as many as ar. l=d by the Spirit of God, thoy are the
sons of God. For ye have nct rcceived the spirit of bondage again to fearj; but
yé have reccived the Splrat of =zdoption; whcr bv we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit
itself heareth witne ss,wltn ‘out spirit, thet we =zre the children of God; And if
cnildren, then heirs, heirs of God, and 301nt hulrs with Jesus. Christ ceses
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As many as received him, to them gave he power to becomec thersons of God.

Many of the peorle who. talk most glibly aboat the kingdom of God miss completely
one of the majecr signifwcanCy of thst phrase, If it is the kingdom of God, it is
Godt's kinglom, not ours.’ We carnot build it Po” oars :1lves; as & man builds his own
house and ‘moves in. We cannot even dedign iv, @ plans were drawn centurics ago,,
arnl the kingdom was preparcd from the foundation of the world, God has ”lr“”d]
built it.. We may build it up, or increcse it, as we work with: God; but wc cannot
build it. .Furtherfore, bccruse of the naturs of the kingdom, we cannot carn it, as
we carn the money to prov1ﬂc an eartily pkLrLtﬁnce for our chllﬂrbn. Nothing we
can do in our own strength, in our own ll-v, can earn a placc in the kingdom for usg
for the kingdon is CGed's, and he is not sclling o single bit of it., He is helding
it as an inheritance for his sons. If we viant to posscss a portion of the kingdom
of God we can cnly inherit it, as his sons and Jdeughters. Only as we become heirs
of CGod and joint h irs with Jesus Christ mey we posscss the klnbdom.

}
&

Not 211 men are hcirs of this kingdom of God. Not all men are worthy to receive
such 2n inheritance, or weuld know —that to do with it if they receive it. Mony men,
if they received such an inheritancz, would not only waste and dissdpaic and prosti-
tute their own inheritance, but WOdLJ 2t the same timc dostroy the inheritances of
others 1n.*hQ kingdom. No unclean thing can inherit the kingdom of Gody ‘Cor uptible
flesh and hlcod cannot inherit the kingdom; an incorruptible 1il:, ard-an incorruptible
body arc preraquisites to.such an inheritance. Sons of the devil follow after devilish
wayvs, and .can receive an'inheritance only from their father, the devil, just as sons
of God receive their inheritance from their Father. "In this the children of God are
manifest, and the children of the devil; whesoever docth not rightcousncss is not of
God eee," says John., Paul, writing to the Corinthians, says: "Know ye not that the
unrighteous shall not 1nhcr1+ the kingdom of God? Be not deceived; noither fornicétors
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor ¢ffeminste, nor sbusers of thomselves with mankihd,
nor thicves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor ravilers, nor .cxbtortioncrs, shall inherit
the kingdom of God, And such were some of you; but ye are washed, but yc arc sqnctl—
fied, but ye¢ are justified in the name of the Lord Jcsus, .and by the .Spirit of our GodY
Thos e who forsake the ways of wickedness and becom: God's sons, may expect an inherit-
ance from the Father who has begottsn them to a new and lively hopee

Now that we have seen that certain prople cannct inherit the kingdom, let us try
to discover who can. we suggest these scrivtural qualifications for the heirs of the
kingdom. First, they must have faith in Jesus Christ; they must belicve on him; they
must have hope through him, Seﬂona, they must be repentant; for as we have scen, no
man may bring his sin with him into th=z kingdom, ihlrd, they must be baptized for the
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remission of his sins; those sins must be washed away, and the believer must make
public affirmation of his faith and of the covenant he makes with God to renounce his
former allegiances and serve him., "Except a man be born again of water and of spirit,
he cannot sec the kingdom," Fourth, the heirs of the kingdom must be justified by
their faith in and obedience to uhrlst. Fifth, they must overcome all things through
the Spirit which is hestowed upon them as a rbSllt of their obedience, Sixth, they
must become righteocus; they must show forth their righteousness by performing the deeds
of righteousncss. "In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the
devil; whosocver doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not
his brother," Seventh, and last, the children of God aqd the heirs of the kingdom
must continue faithful to the cnd; they must endure; they must finish the race and
not stop half way to the goal, or turn around and run in the opposite direction.

The life that is in the natural man ends only in death., Unless the life of
Christ is in us, we are still dead in trespasses and sins, and we are children of the
devil, not children of God. If we are children of the devil, we are heirs of the
devil, and subjects to his kingdom. If we would be heirs of God, wc must be children
of God, made alive by the same Spirit which brought Jesus Christ from the dead. Man
must be born again if he weuld inherit the kingdom of God. "Except a man be born of
water, and the Spirit, he cannoct enter into the kingdom of God,.®

The heirs cf God are those who 2re begotten of God into his spiritual likeness,
James saysj "Of his own will he begat us with the word of truth.." Peter writes:
"Rlessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whicheaccording to his
abundant mercy hath begotten us =gain unto s lively hope by the resurrecticn of
Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, amd undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, rescrved in heaven for you." Jchn writces: "As many as received h
to them gave he pover to beccme the sons of God." The Eook of Mormon says: "Marvel
not that 211 mankind, yea, men and women, 211 nations, kindreds, tengues, and people,
must be born againi Yea, bern of God, changed from their c-ornel and fallen state, to
a statc of rightccusness, being redeemed of God, becoming his sons and daughters;
and thus they become new creatures; e&nd unless they do this they can in nc wise
inherit the kingdom of God." That this begetting of new spiritual life is through
Jesus Christ, is made clear in modern revelation given through Joseph Smith, who
writes: "that by him (Christ) and through him, ard of him, the world are and were
crecated; 2nd the inhabitants thereof are begotten sons and daughters unto God."

Those who have been born again and justified through fzith in Christ, repentance,
baptism, and the la yluv on of hands, then receive the Holy Spirit as an ahlding
comforter, as the seal of their adoption, Paul, in writing to the Ephesians speaks
of this Holy Spirit as the "earnest of our inheritznce until the redemption of the
purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory." The Yearnest" in the old
fashioned language of the King James! Bible means a small token payment given to
bind the bargain, until full payment is made. In his lettcer to the Homans, Paul
speaks of thc "Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Father. The Spirit itsclf
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of Ged; And if children,
then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ,"

Without this Spirit we have no life in us; for this Spirit is the power which
sha2ll bring us forth in the resurrection, Without that Spirit, we are still dead in
trespasses and sins; for "As gany as arc led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God."

Tt is well that we should work tc build up God's kingdom, to spread it abroad
among the peoples of earth. But it is also well to remember always that the kingdom
is God's == not ours., We cannot decsign it, plan it, or build it; we cannot carn it.
We can only inherit it as we arc begotten sons and daughters of God, and as we have
his spiritual 1ife dwelling in us -- the same life that raised Jesus from the dead,
which will raisc us from the dead, and make us the children of God, If we are
children, we are God's heirs, and joint heirs with Ged's Son, Jesus Christ., Only
through this filial relationship can ve inherit the kingdom which God has prepared
from the foundaticn of the world,
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