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SCRIPTURE: Matthew 25:31-36.

When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all
nations; and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep
from the goats: and he shall set the sheep on his right hand but the goats on left,
Then shall the King say, Come, ve tlessed of my Father, in herlu the kingdom prepared
for vou from the foundation of the world: For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat:
I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and
ve clothed me: I was sick, and ye visitzd me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

Verily I say untc you, Thsre be come stand here, which shall not
taste of death, till they sec the Son of man coming in his kingdom,

Last Zuncay at this hour wc discussed the Present Kingdom. The kingdom in one
of its aspccts, or modes, we said, is here now, is available now, may be reslized now;
for the kingdom of God is an everlasting kingdom, a kingdom pxnpared from the founda=-
tion of the world

Another aspect of the kingdom is the future kingdom. Some aspects of the kingdom
must await the day when wickedness and rebeliion against God shall have besn cleansed
from the carth, and the triumphant kingdom remsins to rule over all,

ing his ministry Jesus ©vold many pzirszble concerning the kingdom. All of them
were told in the present tense: "The kingdom of God is like unto ...e." As he came
near the closc of his ministry, howsver, Jesus knew That the disciples were soon to be
faced with the sceming frustration and disaprointment oP his death, and soon after that
with pﬂrqwcution and suffcering which would obscure their vision of the present kingdom.
them for tnese events, dJesus forewarned them of impending judgments upon

ar
em; he foretold thz events that would signify the nzarness of his sccond coming;

and then he dwelt at some length on an explanation of the future kingdome

In the 24th chapter of Matthew Jesus foretelis the destruction of Jerusalem which
took place in 70 A.D. according te prornucy. then continues w¢+h the signs of his
coming and the end of the world, He tells the cdiscinles that no man knows the day or
the hour of that coming; and counsels them to bc ready for ;* whenever it comes, to
iive as if it were always imminent. He tells the paratle of the faithful and wise
servant who lived in censtant expectaticn of his Lord's return, and who was rewarded
by bcing made ruler over all his t~ods. He tells also the story of the wicked scervant
who teok sdvantage of the Lord's abscnce to bheat and a2buse aznd rob his fellow-sarvants,
and who wos surprised and banishsd or cut off from the kingdom upon the Lord's return.
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The 25th ChrObbr of Matthew then opons with the verse, "Then shall the kingdom of
hecaven be likened unto ten virgins, which tock their lamps, and went forth to meet the
bridegroom," The kwn"dﬂm which had existed bcfore, the presant kingdom, the kingdom
prepazred from the foundation of the world, then, in the day of unrls+'8‘sccond coming,
vould he like ton virgins, five who wers r‘“ﬁ for the bridegroom's coming and five

vho were not,

The perable of the tern virgins is followed by the parable of the taleonts -- ancther
word picture of the accoun tab¢l1tJ which shall be required on the day of judgment, and
of the final and cverlssting division botwecn those who arce worthy to enter the final
triumphant and perfected kingdom, and thos:z whe must romain in outer darkness because
of their lifetime of rebellion against the King. Then there follows in the same
chapter snother zccount of the division in the day of judgment, when all nations shall
ba divided as a shepherd divides his shecp from his gozts; when the King shall say,



"Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingiom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world," or "ﬂep“"t frem me, yo cursed, into everlasting fire, propared for the

devil and z;s angesls

This is an accurate picture of the s*tu:tion botk now, and in the future, Some
men arae willing, chedicnt, profiteblco, faithful scrvarts of the King and citizens of
his kingdom now. They are wiss end faithful sor living sccording to the laws of
his kingdom. Vhen the kingdom is complete ard p riccted, they will anter into the

Joys of their Lord, =nd roceive of thosc la-ger blessings which their good stewardship
on earth hos made them fally able to use and o gnd0n n are carcless, rebel-
lious, slothful, lustful, gluttorous, oppressive to - rvants, ignoring
their nced of food and drirk and clothing and companion m-t rlght have men who
ignore the presocnt kingdom, disobev its lsws, robel ag ng, a

who are trvzro to be good citiz Lo . place h pe

Their portion, by their own nho“bp, is to be cast into outer 4 ¢knc€u, whcrc uh;lr
wickedness and rebellion ecannot mar the merfection of the tk:n““ kingdom.
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When the Bridegroom's cry sounds foLtu, it will be too late for the foolish virgine

of the kirgdom tc go forth and buy oil for theuir lamps. When the Lord returns to
reccive the -ceounting from his w,rvaxto for the geoods and monies and talents entrus t@d
to their care in the present kinglom, it will be too late to dig up the cone talznt tha

2 in the grourd and make it bhring forth an increase. Afiter the Kirg comes,

it will be too iate to recogrnize the rieeds of the other citizens of the kingdom -- tco
lete to feed the hangry, to give drink to the thirsty, to teko in the strangsr, to
clothe the mk.d, te visit the sick and 3 prisoner., "Inasmuch as vye 2id it not to
onie ¢f the lezst of theso, yeo did it not +: ma.  And these shall go away into cvorlast-
ing purishment; but the rightecus into Lifo eternsl,.!
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though he absent in serson, we shall bhe considercd worthy to heove a part in his
everiasting, slorimus, sanctified, future kingdon, when all things which offend arec
cast out, and orly thosc romain who are faithful and wisc .vvvﬂhts, loyal, diligent,
obeﬂlnpt citizens, devoted to % Wi Yo gach other. For the coming of this
uture kingdom, and for the 2 wiil shall be done on carth as it is in

L
heaven, we continue te hope, to watch, and to prayv.
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