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THE PRESENT KINCDON
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SCRIPTURE: DMatthew 5:1-10
And seeinz the multitudes, Jesus wicnt up inbto a mountaint and when he was set, his
disciplss came unto kims: And he oocncd his mouth and taught tth, saying: Plcssed
arc the poor in spirii, and thei is the kingdom of hecaven. Dlessed arce they that
mourn, for they chall be comf cszed are the meek, for thaj shall inhorit
the earth, Blesscd arc nger and thirst after righteousness, for
they shnll be filled, ‘ "c¢-u1, for thoy shall cbtain mer:
Biessed arc the purs in haart, f Thay shell soc Ged. Blessoed arc the peacemeskers,
for they shall be called drv ' arc thay which arc
for rightzousncss' szake, f heavin,
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Hov: do we know that the kingdom is presernt -- that i
today? dJohr the Daptist, who pro szLJ the way for Christ, come preaching i
wilderness of ize "Repent ye, for the kingdom of hesven is 2t hand.?  Hot M"will
be at hand come day," but IS is hana, immediataly, now." The kins is here, and wil
soon declars himself; the kingdom is avszilable now, if you will receive it,
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cast out devils: freely ye have reesived, fraely givel." The presznce cf the kings
was to be attosted by ”Lrhﬂlﬁ signs vhich indicated the power and suthcrity of Cod at
work in the kinsdom. On another ocecssion when the Pharisccs sceused Jesus of casting
out devils by the power of L>elzbkao, Josus declared, "If 1 cast out devils by thae

Spirit of God, then is the kingdom of God come unto you,"

In nearly every instance when Jesus spoke of the kingdom, he spoke of it in
the present tuhxe, noct the future. In the sarmon on the mount, he placed some of
his promises in the future; the mourners shall be comforted; the meck shall inherit
the earth; tlose who hunge r and thirst affer righteousness shall be filled; the
merciful shall obtain mercy. Eut in the two verses whicn mention the kingdom, he
says, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is (present tbnse) the kingdom of
heaven. Dlessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness! sake, for theirs
is the kingdom of hcaven," Later in the same scrmon When Jdesus gave the disciples his
mocdel PTayer, ke taught them to pray "Thy kingdom come," (future) but zlso to pray
"Thine is the kingdom," (prescnt toense) not ®Thine will be the kingdom when it comes,®
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Would Jesus have told us to seek something which was unattainable, which could
be acquired only by waiting for the future which stretches interminably beyond our
span of 1ife? Reason tells us that Jesus would not bid us seek for something com-
pletely unattainable, something which was to come only hundreds or thousands of years
in the future, or something which we had to die to find. Yet he commanded us to
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God." If we are obligated to seck the kingdom it must
be available ncw, in th 15 life, in this world, for those who seck, or Jesus was
commanding us to do the impossibic.

To the scribe who came asking Jesus which was the greatest commandment, and
who answered his ovn question discreetly, Jesus said: "Thou are not far from the
kingdom of Ged." (Lark 12:3L) Doss this mean that he was about to die and go to

heaven, or that he was near to the kingdom on earth -- that one more step —— accepting
the King -- would have put him inside here and : ow? This sincere and godly man did
not have to wait for the futurs kingdoms; ne was not far from it; he could have had

it even at the moment Jesus spoke.

In the 25th chapter of Matthew, thers is a discussion of some of the future
aspects of the kingdom. Jesus says "Then shall the kingdom be likened unto ten
virgins," stc. This is the only parable of the kingdom which is placed in the future
tense, In 211 others, Jesus said "The kingdom of heaven IS like unto ..." In this
particular chapter Jesus is discussing the future and tritmphant coming of the kingdou
2nd the dav of judgment. But cven in this parable of the futurs kingdom, Jesus has
the king saying to those on his right hand, "Come yc blessed of my Father; inherit
the kingdom propared for you from the feoundation of the world." A kingdom orcpared
from the foundation of the worid is in existence now; it has always becen, and alway
shall be. We may have to wait for some aspects of it, but other aspbcts cf it we
may have now, in the present tense, in this 1ifz, on +hls earth, if we will,

We have noted in a previous sernon that one translation of Luke 17:20, which in
N 2
the King James version rn“ds "The kingdom of heaven is within (margin, ‘tamong')
you," is "The kingdom is avullable unto you."

Two 1 om Paul's writing hear out the idea of z present kingdom, availabl
now. In chspter of Collassians, verse 13, Paul gives thanks to God "Vho
hath deli vered (Dresent perfect tense) us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kldgdcm of his dezd Son...." In his letter to the Hebrews,
chapterl?, crse 22, he says again, "Ye are come unto Mount Zion, und unto the city

of the living God, tng neavenly Jerusziem." "Ye ars come," not "Ye will come,' to
the city of the 11 ving God, the heavenly Jerusalem,

of

In cur discussicn of the earthly verses the heavenly kingdom we noted in the
19th chapter of Luke the parable of the nobleman who left one kingdom bchind in order
to go to a distant kingdom to receive it also. Jesus lcft the kingdem on earth to go
to a distant kingdem to receive it also. Jesus left the kingdom on earth to receive -
heaveniy kingdom, but we still owce allegiance to his kingdom on carth while we wait

for his re¢turn.

As Latter Day Saints we believe that the kingdom of God is to be increased,
strengthened, built up on earth; that it is to go forth upor the earth to 211 peoples:
that the power ~ﬂd authority of this kingdom will be attested by the signs following
the believer. We belicve that when a righteous people on carth are scrving Christ
as King and keeping ail of his kingdom's laws, then the kingdom of heaven shall come
down t0_carth with Chrlay tc join the kinglom ’of Cod on ear and that Christ shall
th gn rule ovor the corbined eirthly and HOTVLHlV‘klu‘dOmS uNJli hey zre porfecte
and delivered up to the Father,

Jesus taught us to pray "Thy klngdom cowe," futurs tense; but he also taught us
to pray, "Thine is the kingdom," present tense, We look for a future kingdom, but
we are not blind To the need for giving allogiance to the King now, for undcrgoing
those ordinances and that new birth which will naturalize us and make us citizens of
his kingdom now, for living worthily and obediently and loyally in the present
kingdom that we may be worthy of the perfected kingdom of the future,
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