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SCRIPTURE: LUKE 19: 11-15, and 27.
And as they hecard these things, he added and spake a parable, bscause he was nigh to
Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately avpear.
He said thereforc, A certzin nobleman went inte a far country to receive for himselfl
a kingdom, and tc return. And he called his ten servants, and delivered unto them ten
pounds, and s2id unto them, Ocecupy until I come. But his citizens hatcd him, and
sent o messenger after him, saying, We will rot heve this man to reisn over us. And
it come to pass, that when ho was raturnzd, heving received the kingdom, then he
commandaed these servants to be callxc anto him, to whom hc hzd given the money, that
he might know how much every man had gainad hy trading. (Then follows the report:
one man has gained ten pounds, one Flve vounds, one has hidden up his pourd and
nothinge Verse 27 refers back to the citizens who would not have him to reig:
hem. as follows:) But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign
thor, pring hither, and slay them before me. ’
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God hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath transleted
us into the kingden of his dear Son.

In our last

scrmon we tried to show that the kingdom of God exists in heaveng
that it is the =viding place of thosc who has A

z lived according to kingdom laws and
principlcs cn this ca rth; bub that the hesvenly kingdem not th: total kingdom,

is
The kingdom oP God exists both on sarth and in heaven. God is ruler cf the heavenly
kinaio“, the sbode of th05p fﬂl 1iul souls who hove departed after living this life
in this werld, zsccording bo ki ngaon ]“v and “rﬂﬁnlplf ut God is glso ruler of

¢ 3

his corthly kingdom thul 1 hiis Son Jusus Christ Hi m cxists dhth in heaven
o 2 =S

and on carthsy his law rulss overyewhorc. Therce is ne spaco where therce is no kingdem,

and all the vast recaches of space are includsd in his kingdom

The duality of the kingdom, the fact that it exists both in hecaven and on earth,
is graphically illustrsted by Jesus! nar“ble of the pounds, as recorded by Lukc. In
this rospect it is quite different from Matthew's account of the parable of the talent.

which is in many respects similar, ‘qtthew cmits completoly any rcference to the king-
dom which the nobleman was to rcceive in the far country to which he “cnt. He also
omits any roference to the rchellion of the citizens in the noblemzn's realm which he
left hehind, and deals exclusively with the eppraisal and judgment of t“e thrac men

_ n
who had reccived five talents, twe tflunts, znd one talont respectively. In Matthew's
t

parable, the unprofitable szrvant who had buried his talent was judged, derrived of
his talent, ari cast inte cuter darkness, In Luke's parable, there is no punishment
of the unprofitable servent menticned save that his one pound was tsken from him and
given tr the scrvant who had geined ten., But in Iuke's parable 211 the rebelliocus
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itizens of the kinglom, who hol refused to accept the nobloman zs their ruler the
minute his back wes turncd, were brought before him and slain as traitors and rcebels,

Let us note at a little more length some of these significant 4iffirences in
Luks's mceount. Luke says that "a cortain nobleman went into a far country to receive
for himsclf a kingdom, an? to return," that he then delivered one apound apiccc te
each of his ten scrvants, and departed. There was no rebellion among the scrvants --

nly a certrin negligence and Sl0+h1u;n8us on the part of onc. "But his citigzens hats
hlm, and sent o messonger after him, saying,"We will not have this man to reign over
The nobleman wes legal ruler over the citizens left behind with the ten servants just
as surely as he wss ruler over the kingdom he went afsr to reccive. The serva
accepted and obeyed him as king, even though they did not have his personal, physical
presence. It was only the citizens who rebeiled.
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Tt secems clear that his is a representation of the two divisions, or two kingdoms,
which are included in the totzl kingdom of God 2s we know it -- the kingdom of God in
heaven, ond the kingdom of God on earth, Jesus is the nobleman of the parnmble. He is
kKing of the wruh =g we have s~id in previous sermons, by right of creation. This
world is his kinsdom. As ruler of the carth under God the Fathecr, he has given to
cach ser vnpt ~- to =ach one who has chosen tc serve him -- certain endovments and gifts

and facilities which are to be used as a stev rushlp, and accounted for upon his return
In the parable, the servants who had obeyed him and who had been profitable servants
were rewarded; the unprofitable servant by reason of negligence, was deprived of his

stewardshipe

Jesus came into his carthly kingdom veiled in humen flesh., Comparatively few
peoplc recognized his deity, or confessed his lordship and his right to rule over ther,
Others were expecting = different kind of king. He proved his right to rule over the
earth by his perfect l;fu, his perfect teachings, and by his triumph over death --— and
still comparatively few would accept him as king. He went away into 2z far country at
his ascension, premising to return after he had received the Messianic kingdom from

his Fatner. But from that day to this, thosec whe should be citizens of his kingdom
rebel against his ruls, and doclare, "We will not have this man to rule over us."

There was no argument about the worthiness of the Lord to raceive his hecavenly
sdome Luk:s does not mantion any rebcllion in the distant kingdem to which the not’
nent went —-- only in the kingdom he laeft behind -- the kingdom where his scrvants wers
at work trying to improve upon their stewardship. The saints of the heavenly kingdom
received him ¢ladly., That the citizens of the heavenly kingdom do the will of God
porfectly is irdicated by the vhrese from the Lord's prayer which pe tltlons, "Thy wil’
be done on earth as it is donc in heoven,™ moking the heavenly obedience the pattern
for cur c"“tMWJ'ﬂbh.;\nco. T
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This parabis should teach us twe lesscns. First, thst c¢ven thosc who have confes-
sed Christ as Lerd and roceived his blessings hove reccived them only as a stewardship
which will have te be accounted for whon our Lord r . turns bringing his HL3Vbnly'KngU””
If we f2il in thot stewerdship, we shnll have proved our unwcrtnlness to receive
greater blessings in the heavenly k;nguur -- our irnability to manage properly eve

the limited gifts and hlessings which we now enjcy.

The second lesson to he learned from the perable is that those who rebelllcasly
and stubborniyv refuse to recognize God and Christ as king on earth, will also be caller
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to accountability when the king returns to claim the kingdom of hlS criginal creation,
Those citizens who declarcd "We will not have this man to rule cover us," though they
were created by him and goographically placed in his kingdom, arnd cwed the King allég-
iance, were guilty cf rebellion and treason, and were worthy of the death they receive:
as a conscquence of that rebellion.

The kingdom of God scems to us, p'rnups to be gecgraphically divided, We szy
that there arce two parts -- the klng”um of God cn earth, and the kingd i
heaven, Eut they arc essentinlly onc. Paul wrete to the Colossians th“* "Goi ﬁ"uh
delivered us from the power of darkness, anl hath translzated us inte the kin
his dear Son." C(Citizens on eszrth, os well as in heaven, arc now 2 part of his klngﬂca.
Both hcaven and eerth are rightfully the territory of God., Boith have the same king,
the same laws, Both are govorned by similzr govermment, and similar officers. In
the heavenly kingiom are those who have lezrned to do the will of God te perfection.
In the carthly kingdom there are sorvants o are using their Suewardshlp te varying
degrees of pertection, and cihers who arc irking their stewardship responsibilities.
Trere are also those who dwell in the gc»~ epklrﬂL territery of the kingdem, but rebel
against its laws and its king. For 211 of theose, zceording to the pareble, there wi
come a day of azccounting, when the Eing returns with his perfected hesvenly kinglom tu
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claim the ea qlv‘rlrg%on from which ho 10 temporarily absent. What will be your
status in tga day when the Kinz roturn
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