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SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 11:8-10,13,16,

By faith Abrahawm, when he was celled to go out into a place which he should receive

for an inheritance, obeved and he went out, not knowlng whither he went, By faith

he sojourned in the land o sromise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles
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w1th Isaac ara Jacob, the heirs with him of bhe same promise; For he looked for a
se builder and meker is God ... ‘hese all died in faith, not having received
the prcmises, but having seen then afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced
d confessed thnat they wers SDranze »s and pilgrims in the earth. ... But now
hatter country, that is, an heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamer to
cir God, for he hsth oropared for them a city.
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ILay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust dotl:
corrupt, and wherc thieves do not break through nor steale.

God's law is everywhere; Cod's kingdom is everywhere, We may try to ignore his
law; we mey rebel against his auth Oﬂﬂty and his kingdom, but we cannot cscape the in-
fluence of tre kingdom nor *zr conseguences of our choices concerning it. We have
already observed, and sn 11 find it *norca,«ngly true that the kingdom of Cod has many
modcs, many i 1,cts, and even many locations, for these is no space in which there is
no kirgdom, and unto cvery kingdom therc is a law given, But in every kingdom ~--
garthly or hecavenly -- ﬂ‘lmol vigetable, or mincral —- physical or spiritual -- -
present or future -- God 1 Fing. His kingdom is universazl. FHis law is the law of
every kingdom; for he is the Lord God omnipobtert, who rcignethe '

We wish to consider in today's scrmon some of the aspects of what we call the
kingdom of heaven, or the hsavenly kingdom, as scparate and apart from the xingdom on
earth. dJesus said that God is not the God of thu dead, but of the living, Tor =1l
live unto nim. In God's infinity there is no d1v131on between earth and haat:n, be-
tween living and dead, between past, pres:nt and future. To our finite minds there
All the people we know are divided into two groups =-- the living and the doad; those
who now 1live on earth, and those who now l'\u in heaven, or on another plane of cxist-
ence. Faith tclls us that CGod is supreme there tooj; that Christ has conquered death:
that he is King and Lord over those we call dead, as well as over these living souls
who are trying to do his will on carth.

Hcgven is God's home -=- his atiding place. Any attempt of our finitc minds to
z geographicsl location of his kln;iam is futile and ludicrous; but reascn says
t rmust be somewhere —— 4 thore is no kingdem in which there is no space, as
there is no space in vhich there is no kingdom. Because the spirits of the righteous
dsad are taken home to God, whe gave them 1life in the beginning, we know that heaven
must also b t abode cf the rightoous, where they await the resurrection
of the bodye. In Jos of L”zqrus and the rich mar, Lazarus at his death was
carried by the anv -~rhﬂm s bosom. To the thicf on the cross Jesus promised,
"Today thou shzlt be with me in paradise.” To the disciples Jesus promised, "In my
Fathar's house are Lﬂny‘W2351ons; if it were net so I would have told youe I go to
preparc 2 place for you." To Peter Jesu :1& "ihither I go thou canst not follow
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me now, but thou shalt follow me sfterwards,” Of little children Jesus said, "Thelr
angels do always ' id t! of my Father which is in heaven,” ‘
isc the dwelling place of “hrist, the Son, whe was with

The hﬂ“venly kingdom is al
the Father in the boginning, and who returned to him after his death and resurrection.
Stephen st his martyrdom looked upward and saw Jesus at the right hand of God. Peul
understoed hecaven to be the ab 'ding place of Christ when he wrote to the Collossians.
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"Ye have a Master in heaven." Peter speaks of the Christ "who is gone into hezven,
and is on the right hand of Godj angels and authorities and powsrs being mzade subject
unto him."

Becanse the heavenly kingdom 1s an eternal kingdom, in which all the best and
finest values of human personality will be preserved for all time, Jesus counselled
his disciples not to lay up tremsw’® cn earth, where moth and rust corrupt, and thieves
break through z2nd steal, but to lay up treasures in heaven. To the rich young ruler,
he suggestced that his perishable worldly wealth be given to the poor, so that he shoulc
have treasure in heaven. Paul wrote to the Hebrews who had been despoiled of their
goods and worldly wezlth, "ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance.! What-
ever treassure we accumulate on earth must be left bchind at death; tnc treoasure we
amass in thoe hesvenl y kingdom will be ours for all cternity. It cannot be destroyed,
and nc one can tzke it from us.

The hoavenly kingdom is repres:nted in s criptures as the gathering place and the
mecting place cof all those wvhe have chosen the paths of righteousncss on earth, Jesus
said that many should come from the north, and south, and east, and west, and sit do*v
with Abrahem, Isaac, and Jacob in thc kingdom of heaven., It is there, in thc p
of God, that they await in rcst and peace the resurrection of the body, and the unitir
of thc heavenly kingdom with the kingdom of God on earth. It is thore that our right-
cous loved oncs await our coming. It is there that all the rightcous await the day o
resurrection, whon Christ shall return to earth bringing the righteous with him in
bodies immortal, to begin the thousand year rcign.

Cur human senses cennot observe or detect this heavenly kingdom. Our human know-
ledge cennet fathem its gleries, ﬁr search out its place., Yet we see it thrcough the
eyes of faith; we walk by faith, not by sight In faith we strive to show diligence,
and te be followers of those who throuﬁb lcluk and patience inherit the promiscs.

braham was called to go out into a place which he should receive for an inheritance,
and went out obediently, in faith Hel*eving Go*'s promises., Liks Ahrdhau, we Press

on in fﬂLt;, not yel having seen the heavenly kingdom, but believing that it is there,
that Cod's proqups ares sure, and Lhmc if we are faithful and obedient we shall obtain
the ki q»ﬁom which he has promises -- thc city not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens, which he has preparad.

One thing we shouly kesp constantly in mind as we strive for this hcavenly king-
dom is that the hc"”chy‘klﬁg”om and the kingdom of God on sarth are some day going to
be ong, and thet even now thoy are ossentd 311J onc, under one King, one Ruler, one Lor:
Paul in khis letter to tks qucql ns speaks the Lord Jesus Christ, "Of vhom the whol-
family in heaven and sarth is named, The oabgects of the kingdom in heaven =2nd on
earth sre one family under the name of Jesus Christ -~ children of God, heirs to his
kirngdom, =nd joint heirs with his Son our Lord,

Citizens of this heavenly kingdom while they live their lives on earth govern
their conduct by their hone of the l*ngdom. Paul wr0ue te the Philippians, "For our
conversation, (that is, our conduct) is in heaven. en on earth, the citizens of
God's kingdom are ever mindful of the kingdom to Nhlcn they UClOHD, and suit their

conduct to the laws of that kingdom.
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Those who live the hoavenly way of life while on earth look forward to the day
old things shall pass away, and there shail be a new heaven and 2 nsw earth —- when
the citizens of the heavenly kingdem will be clothed in immortal =nd perfect bodies,
and shalldvell on the new earth with their God =nd Savior., John saw this day in his
vision on Patmos, and saw the rcdeemed arrayed in white robes around the throne of Goo,
Peter looked fer the ncw heaven and new earth, "wherein dwelleth righteousness," where
the righteous of 211 ages should dwell topctumr in the perfected, sanctified kingdom

which Christ delivers to the Father,
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The kingdom of God is divided as to 1ocot10n, but one in loyalty, allegiance,
purpese, and quality of life, Thosc who live in it and zccording to its law on carth
w1ll find the values they have created preserved in the final kingdom of God for all
eternity,.
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