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SCRIPTURE: Matthew 15:10, 11, 15-20,

And Jesus called the multitude and said unto them, Hear, and understand: DNot that
which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that wiich cometh out of the mouth,
this defileth a man ... Then answered Peter and said unto him, Declare unto us this
parable. And Jesus said, Are ye also yet without understanding? Do ye not yet
understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth inte the belly, and is

cast out intoc the draught? But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth
from the heart; and they defile the man. TFor out of the heart proceed evil thoughts,
murders, ﬂoulthries,_fornications, thefts, fals> witness, blasphemies: These are the
thines which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man,

I will put my law in their inward parts, and write

and will be their God, and they shall be my psople.

What is the Kingdom of God, and where is it? In this curront series of scrmons

we are discovering that the kingdom has many facets or many modes; that it axists in
many places and in many u;ys.

We have itrisd to show in previous sermons that any kingdem must hzve a king,
territory, subjects, laws, officers, and organization; and that the kingdom of God is
no exception te this rule. but some poople have atitempted to meke the kingdom of God
exclusively an affair of the heart. They heove teught that the kingdom hos no outward
form, no orgsnizaticn, no officers, ro +3r ﬁ‘ory, no tangible laws, no tangible sub-
stance ot 2il; but that it exists only within the himan heert. For proof of this
theory the” go to Luke 17, verses 20 2nd ?l which reaqg: ingdom of Cod cometh
not with obscrvation, Neither shell they say Lo horel or lo tharel for bohold, the
kingdem of God is within you."
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In this statement, Jesus was spW"kiqg not bte s own disciples, but to ths
Pharisses, who came 1n1u1r1nb net where the kingdom was, bul when the kingdom shonld
appenr, or when political deminion weuld be rrqtorkd te Isracl. The Phariu;es were
the Mntchful waiters" of Israsl, who thought thrt someday the Messiah would miraculous:
ly appesr, ovorthrow Home by force of srms, nd re=-cstablish Israzl as the great and
glorious kingdom it onece hod bean. They wor l“'klb? for outword sizne, and Jesus is
telling then in this statement thet there will bhe none of the cutward siens sucl: 2s
they seck, In this statoment Jcs‘ is rencuncing worldly methods and worldly powsrs
ag g reans of ag nblishing ths kingdem; but cbvicusly he is not saving to the Fharise:

who roccivad his mest scothing denunciations thet the kingdonm was "within them," cr
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in their hearts.! A mergincl notc to this verse snys, "Or ameong you." Cther trans
lations Qu;gest such altzrnative r”?ﬁings as "The reign of God is in your midst," "ua%
Roy=l Majesty has come 1ntv you," "The kingdom is available unto you," or "the kingder:
hzs alresdy come unte you,

The kinzdom was not te be exclusively 2 spiritval thing, exdsting in human hearts.
1 2nifostations or visible signs., Iul on the olher hand, the

VlSlul@, igns of the Kingdem werc te be the result of an inward chonge --
not the czuse., In worlly kingdems, rule is maintained threough force, might, power,

In the king i God, the subjects must voluntorily lay down their arms and repent of
of their rphul“lu against God, their King by right of creation. They must rencunce
their old 2llsginnces, and covensnt to give allopiance to him., This is =n affair cf
the heart, and of the individuzl human will. No amcunt of external force or compulsic
ne magiecal forrmla or ordinance or ceremony can rmake 2 man coeme into the kingdem if b
deesn't want to. We shall have the kingdom of God ¢n earth, not when God conquers the
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world and compels men to come in, but when men surrender, and do on earth the will of
God as it is done in heaven; when because of a spiritual re-birth they resolve of thei:
own free will to give allegiance to the King and obey his laws, and behave as if the
earth were his territory.

Man is so constituted as to be at home in God's kingdom. The laws of that kingdom
are written indelibly and inescapably in his heart, in his mind, in every bone and
sinew and muscle and cell of his body. Man is made for righteousness, not for wicked-
ness; for peace, not for war; for love, not for hate; for fzith, not for fear or worry
for mercy, not for cruelty; for truth, nct for falsehood; for honesty, not for decept-
ion and lies; for life, not for death. When man tries to live contrary to those king-
dom laws which are so much a part of him, he finds only unhappiness, frustration,
division, and illness of both mind and btody. Wickedness is stupid and suicidal,
because it is a betrayal of man's own better nature,

The kingdom of God begins within, but it does not stay within, When a man is
spiritually born again, he reacts differently to the world and the people around bim,
and to that extent the world is changed toc. When a man is bhorn again his nature is
changed. He cuts the root ¢f evil instead of lopping off the branches, and by giving
his undivided allegiance to God, he releases for constructive purposes limitless
powers which were formerly dissipated in tensions =2nd conflicts within himself., All
of Jesus?! teachings, and particularly the sermon on the Mount, ars a demonstration of
this prirciple, that if you set the man right, if you clean up the w=ll-springs of
motivation and conduct within, the cutward actions will teke care of theuselves. It
is that which is within a man's heart, not his unwashed hands, or what hs cats, that
defiles him. Anger, resentment, hatred in the heart ares murder, whether one kills or
not, Lust in the heart is adultery, even though the overt zct be forbidden through
fear. Dishonust and deceitful thinking makes a man dishonest, even though he swears
to the truth by most szcred oaths. KRcvenge and retaliation engender nore revenge and
greater rztaliation; but forgiving your enemics and doing good to them that hate you
will engender love and pesce,

Is this kingdom quality of conduct practical? Many of us think of it as an ideal
which 1s unattainable by humanity, and have been afraid to try it in actual life
situations. But today, after centuries of skepticism about these laws of the kingdom,
even coldly scientific men are telling us that the laws of the kingdom are practical;
that they do have a definite, demonstrable, practical effect on our health, on our 1ir
expectancy, and on our mental equillibrium. Psychsomatic medicine is based on the
well-estazlished fact that such mental and spiritusl states as worry, anger, resentmen:
hatred, fear, guilt, remorse, jeslousy, lonelincss, and feeling, of inferiority, have
definite rosults in ths form of physical discase. Doctors nowadays czn cven cataloguc
your phyvsical and emotional type, and predict with some accuracy the tyne of disease
to which ycu are most susceptible if ycu are a hater, a worricr, or obsussed by guilt
or fear or remorse,

Maybe we have been vwrong all these years about whet is proctical, HMaybe a large
proportion of cur personal and naticnzl and internaticnal ills would disappesr if men
would recognize the kingdom within, and cease their rebellion against God., With
physical and mental illness incrcasing, with war affecting more and morc millions
of the world's population, with more and more tension and mistrust between naticns,
maybe it is time for all of us to quit trying te build Ged's kingdom with might and
power and atomic bombs, to yield ourselves in true repentance, to experience thre
new birth, to receive the rnew 1life of the kingdom in cur hearts., Then, with the
kingdem of Ged within, we will willingly, gladly dc the will of Ged on carth as it is
dene in hcavern, and with such doing, we shall have a tangible kingdom of God on esrth.
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