The translators who put the Bible into English have wisely
not tried to translate the Greek word baptizo, because there
is no one English word which can convey all of its exact and
implied meaning. Baptizo is the intensive form of the Greek
verb bapto, and means to plunge vigorously beneath the water,
to dip, to drench, to immerse. Robinson's History of Baptism,
a book published in 1790, makes the interesting assertion that
baptize is a dyer’s word, meaning to plunge or dip beneath the
water for the purpose of coloring or dying. That is, baptism
imparts a moral or spiritual hue or color, by which the fol-
lowers of Jesus can be recognized. In early Latin writings,
John the Baptist is sometimes called “John the Tinctor,” ot
one who dipped the people in water to tint them—change their
moral and spiritual color.

Baptism is for those who are mature encugh to repent
of past sins and make a choice and a covenant to serve God in
the future. Baptism when rightly administered by one having
authority, and received in humility and sincerity, brings for-
giveness of sins, and prepares the one receiving it for the gift
of the Holy Ghost. Peter said to the people of Jerusalem on
the day of Pentecost, “Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).

Baptism is an initiatory rite of beautiful symbolism. It
was instituted and commanded by Jesus as the door, or means
of entrance, to his church and kingdom. Jesus has laid down
the terms of salvation. God does not force any man to accept
them; we all have our agency. We may accept Christ’s terms
and his methods of salvation, or we may teject them and ar-
range terms to suit ourselves. But remember, since we can-
not save ourselves we must depend upon Jesus to save us; and
if he is our Savior, he is the one who has the right to dictate
the terms. He has said that we must be born of water and of
the Spirit; he has set us the example. Let us follow him,
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The Second Birth

I have repented of my sins, and have been redeemed of the Lord;
bebold, I am born of the Spirit. And the Lord said unto me, Marvel
not that all mankind, yea, men, and women, all nations, kindreds,
tongues and people, must be born again; yea, born of God, changed
from their carnal and fallen siate, to a state of righteousness, bemn
redeemed of God, becoming his sons and daughters; and thus they be-
come new creatures; and unless they do this, they can in no wise
inperit the kingdom of God. .. . My soul hath been redeemed from
the gall of bitterness and bonds of iniquity. 1 was in the darkest
abyss; but now I behold the marvelous light of God. My sou] was
wrecked with eternal torment; but 1 am snatched, and my soul is
pained no more~—Mosiah 11:186-188, 191-193,

IT takes a new creature to live a new life, If
there ever was a time in the world’s history
when men have everything they need to shape a new life,
it is today. We have multiplied knowledge until the bril-
liant scholars and scientists of a century ago would feel com-
pletely baffled in today’s university classes and laboratories.
We have multiplied inventions; we have flown our airplanes
faster than sound; we have annihilated space; conquered the
air and the sea; filled the ether waves with entertainment
and pictures and music; banished the fear of old age and
unemployment; boasted production to an all-time high; and
gone a long way toward conquering sickness and disease
and death.
Yet we are an unhappy, frustrated generation, living in
momentary fear of war, uncertain of ourselves, drowning
our sorrows and fears in unparalleled quantities of liquor,



soothing our nerves with nicotine, aspirin, and headache
%owders, and wondering how long it will be before an H-

omb blasts us all off the face of the earth. Why? Because
in spite of the brave new world we have tried to create with
our education, our science, our invention, and our skill, we
are the same cld man, with the same old appetites, urges,
lusts, hates, fears, and worries that have plagued our fore-
fathers back to Adam. It takes a new creature to live a new
life; and we are still the same kind of old men.

A NEw CREATURE

Not too many years ago some optimists were freely
predicting that we were on the verge of the golden age,
when all drudgery would be lifted by mechanical inventions,
all famine banished by modern methods of irrigation and
scientific, mechanized agriculture, all war banished by the
League of Nations, all hate and intolerance banished by edu-
cation, all injustice banished by a perfect democratic sys-
tem of government. But these optimists failed to take into
account a basic fact which is made plain in Scripture, but
discounted by men who choose to place their faith com-
pletely in mankind, that despite his inherent possibilities for
good and his spiritual kinship with God, there is in every
son of Adam a nature which is carnal, sensual, and devilish,
which is an enemy to God, which is rebellious and unrepent-
ant and selfish. In every man there is a struggle between
this nature and his higher nature. If man relies on his own
strength alone, it is an unequal struggle, for the natural man
does not want to repent of his sin, or of his rebellion toward
God, or of his selfishness, or of his indifference.

Ye must be born again! It takes a new man, a new
creature in Christ Jesus, to live a new life. If we are ever
to have that brave new world about which prophets and
seers and statesmen have dreamed, we can have it, not by
changing the world but by changing ourselves. Men who

are unregenerate, who live by their carnal, sinful nature, sim-
ply take all the wealth, the science, the invention, and the edu-
cation which we have devised in this enlightened age and
turn it to hellish and destructive purposes, or use it as a means
of exploiting each other. Catnal, sensual, devilish men could
make a hell out of heaven overnight, because God gives every,
man his agency to use the materials and the laws of this good
earth as he sees fit. Things in themselves are neither good
or bad. They become good or bad only as they are used for
good or evil purposes by good or evil men. A race of reborn
men, who had repented of their sin, covenanted in baptism
to serve Christ, and then received of his life, his Spirit, could
take the same materials, the same inventions, the same scien-
tific achievements which are making our world a hell today,
and make the world a heaven almost overnight. The re-
sponsibility for today’s world lies not in the #hings which sur-
round us, but in ourselves, in the character of men every-
where who need to be born again from above.

The Book of Mormon makes frequent mention of this
need of man to put off the old, natural man and be born
again by yielding to the enticings of the Holy Spirit, and be-
coming as a little child: submissive, meek, humble, patient,
and full of love. It warns that if man persists in his own
carnal nature and goes on in the ways of sin and rebellion
against God, he remains in his fallen state, and the devil
has all power over him. Alma, another Book of Mormon
writer and prophet, warned his people that they must repent
and be born again. “If ye ate not bora again, ye can not
inherit the kingdom of heaven; therefore come and be bap-
tized unto repentance, that ye may be washed from your sins,
that ye may have faith on the Lamb of God, who taketh
away the sins of the world” (Alma 5:24, 25).

When King Lamoni was converted under the preaching
of Aaron, he cried out, “What shall I do that I may be born
of God, having this wicked spirit rooted out of my breast,
and receive his Spirit?” (Alma 13:49-51). Then Aaron



counseled him that if he would bow down and repent of his
sins, and call on the name of the Lord in faith, he should re-
ceive the hope which he desired.

Another incident from the Book of Mormon is worth
mentioning. Alma, son of the leader of the church, paid
slight heed to his fathet’s teachings, and became a wicked
and idolatrous man. Then, miraculously, he saw the error
of his ways, was converted, repented of his sins, and was
born again. Then he exultantly declared,

“The Lord in mercy hath seen fit to snatch me out
of an everlasting burning, and I am born of God. My
soul hath been redeemed from the gall of bitterness
and bonds of iniquity. I was in the darkest abyss; but
now I behold the marvelous light of God. My soul
was wtecked with eternal torment; but I am snatched,
and my soul is pained no more.”——Mosiah 11:190-193.

MAN NEEDS HELP

Jesus said plainly, “Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3), and a little
later amplified his statement by saying, “Except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God” (John 3:5). It is interesting to note that
the form of the Greek verb used in these passages suggests
as an alternative translation to “born again™: “begotten from
above,” a rendering which is borne out by several verses in
the first epistle of John, where the same Greek verb is.used;
for example, I John 5:18: "We know that whosoever is
born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God
keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.”
Begetting spiritual life is the work of God the Father
through his Son, Jesus Christ. “Through him, and of him,
the worlds are and were created, and the inhabitants thereof
are begotten sons and daughters unto God” (Doctrine and

Covenants 76:3h). And again, Jesus himself has said, I
was in the beginning with the Father, and am the Firstborn;
and all those who are begotten through me, are partakers of
the glory of the same, and are the church of the Firstborn”
(Doctrine and Covenants 90:4a). Peter (I Peter 1:23)
speaks of “being born again,” or begotten from above, "not
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever.”

Let us speak of these things in the form of illustra-
tions of parables which may help us to understand. It 1
should bring into a greenhouse a pot of rich soil, with the
intention of making red roses out of that soil, how would I
go about it? The soil, if left to its own strength and its
own devices, could never, worlds without end, transform it-
self into red roses. Regardless of what the soil might wish,
or long for, or aspire to, it would still be soil. It would still
belong to the mineral kingdom, with no chance or possi-
bility of ever belonging to the higher vegetable kingdom,
But if into that pot of soil I place the life from a higher
kingdom, perhaps a seed, perhaps a slip or a cutting, that
life could take the material of the soil, select it, organize it,
transmute it into the substance of a higher kingdom. That
life could take the soil and manufacture red roses or any
other form of plant life from it, according to the life which
was in the seed or bulb or slip. The life of a higher king-
dom would reach down into the soil, and change, transmute,
lift up the soil into the life of a higher kingdom, the vege-
table kingdom.

So it is with us. No man has the power to bring himself
into God’s kingdom. He is beset by sin. When he would
do good, evil is present with him. He may struggle, strive,
work, toil, hope, and yearn all of his three score years and
ten, yet unless he has some strength, some life outside his
own in which to trust, he knows that death will be the end
of all his striving, with no hope of anything beyond. He
needs to have the life of a higher kingdom transplanted with-



in hirqself, as the seed is placed in the soil; he needs to con-
fess his own unworthiness and inadequacy, place his faith
in that new life, surrender himself in meekness and repent-
ance to that life in order that the life from above may select,
reorganize, and rebuild his own nature into a new nature
endowed with the life of the kingdom of God. “Therefore
if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new” (II Co-
rinthians 5:17).

Let us change the metaphor and consider the rebirth in
the light of Paul’s statement that the church is the body of
Christ. 1t is obvious that not all substances are suitable to
be included in the body, for the body simply will not toler-
ate foreign substances which have not entered the body in a
proper way. If the body is invaded by infection or hostile
disease germs, the body musters all its energies to repel and
expel the invader. If a splinter invades the skin and is al-
lowed to remain for a short time, the body will begin to
isolate it, and then to attack it and work it out by 2 process
of festering. If the body is invaded by a bullet, a dagger,
or poison, death is very apt to ensue unless the invader is
quickly removed and the damage repaired. The body sim-
ply cannot tolerate foreign, extraneous material. It cannot
even tolerate material which may seem at first glance to be
exactly the same as its own. You all know how important
it is to type the blood used in a transfusion, or reduce it to
plasma, lest the injection of the wrong type of blood cause
serious illness or death.

If you want to transmute the substance of a potato into
the substance of your body, there is a certain process which
is mandatory. You can’t graft it to your skin; you can't
make an incision and insert it; you can't dissolve it in water
and inject it. There is only one way to make body tissue
out of potato; that is to chew it, then break it down and
change it by digestion, and then to absorb and assimilate
it into the bloodstream, and carry it to the part of the body

which needs nourishment. But all this time it is still only
potato, partially changed, to be sure, but still potato. It
remains potato until it crosses some mysterious line, and by
some completely incomprehensible process becomes en-
dowed with the life of the body. Then it loses its own
identity; it submits itself wholly and unreservedly to the
living processes of the body. No one understands the
processes by which the dead potato becomes living cells of
the body—living flesh and bone and cartilage and tissue. No
one can answer the simple questions of how or when ot
where or why new life comes to the potato. But we know
that this mysterious thing does happen, and that unless it
happens, the potato still remains potato, and is discarded
by the body.

When a man wants to become a patt of the heavenly
kingdom, he has no power in himself to transmute his own
life into that higher life. He must be born again, begotten
from above. The life of Christ must be planted within him.
He must be willing to surrender himself utterly to the direc-
tion of that higher life. He must be willing to surrender
completely his old identity, come down in humility and repent
of his sins, bury the old man in the watery grave of bap-
tism, and be born again to rise to newness of life, letting the
new life take over, organize, and direct his new nature from
that day henceforth. He must be completely broken down,
changed, and assimilated into the life and the body of Christ,
as the potato loses its own identity as it is broken down and
assimilated into the body of a man who eats it. As Paul
phrases it in Galatians 2:20: "I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I /ive; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

Belief in the Lord Jesus and faith in him is the be-
ginning of this new birth, But belief alore will not bring
the new birth unless belief is followed by repentance and
by the authoritatively administered ordinances of the church,



which are designed to change the natural man into a form
which is capable of receiving the new life. A man can no
more be born again and be endowed with the life of a higher
kingdom without proper preparation for that change, than a
potato can be endowed with the life of the body without
the processes of mastication and digestion, or soil can be
endowed with life without passing through the life-giving
processes of the plant which is introduced into the soil.

THE LAYING ON oF HANDs

The ordinance of the church which completes this new
birth and brings an endowment of Christ’s life is the ordi-
nance of laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost.
It was this new birth through the laying on of hands, this
baptism with the Holy Ghost and with fire, which John
promised should come from one who came after him. It was
this new birth which Jesus promised to his disciples, and
which came to them on the day of Pentecost, after they had
obeyed the preparatory ordinances of the church. When
the bystanders saw and heard the results of this new birth,
they gladly listened to Peter and the eleven, who preached
to them and told them how they too might have the ex-
perience of the new birth.

“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the prom-
ise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”"—
Acts 2:38, 39,

Thus may all be born again, and become God’s sons and
daughters, heirs of his kingdom.
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Grow Up into Christ

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelisis; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ: 1] we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the lmowledie
of the Son of God, untc a perfect man, unto the measure of ine
stature of the fulness of Christ: that we benceforth be no more chil-
dren, tossed 1o and fro, and carried abont with every wind of doctrine,
by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in
wait to deceive; but speaking the iruth in love, may grow up into
him in all things, which is the bead, even Christ: from wfyam the
whole body fily joined together and compacted by that which every
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure
of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of iself
in love—FEphesians 4:11-16,

B!RTH is the beginning, not the end. When a
baby is born into the world, his growth is not
finished; it is just beginning. He has before him, if God
wills, a whole lifetime in which to come to physical, mental,
and spiritual maturity; to learn to grow, to develop, to ch‘a'n‘ge,
to come to the fullness of his potentialities and capabilities.
When a man is “born again of water and of the Spirit,
his life in God’s kingdom is not complete, noc mature, nor pet-
fect; it is not finished; it is only just begun. He has not ar-
rived; he has only started his journey. He is not “grown up
into Christ”; he has only been born into a new environment,
with a new purpose, a new sense of direction. The new birth
does not bring the complete and mature and perfect new ¥1fe;
it only makes possible the new life, which then must be lived
to fullness, to maturity, to perfection.



