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Zcclesiastes 3:14,15

"1 know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing
can be put to it, nor ary thirg taken frow it: and God doeth 1it,
that men should fear bvefore hi.. inat wnich hath been 1is now; and
that which 1s to be hath already beer; ard God reguireth that which
is past."

There are many 3ible lecturers who descrive the events of Fente-
cost at great length and with much enthusiari lney also tell of the

wonderful gifts of the gospel wnich were products of tne apostles
ministry from Jerusale: to Rome. BSuch lectursrs state that these ur-
usual demonstrations of suthority and sower were couuwon guong the
Caristians of the lew Testement era. It is a.reed thst the oovedience
of these early day 'saints' to the gospel of Jesus <hirlst sade gposs-
ibvle those peculiar manisfestations. The "giftsz of the ospirit" were
considered necessary for the spiritual develcguert of the 'saints' as

irndividuals and as a group.
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These lecturers tell us that all these thirgs are & Lzri ofdnls-
tory -- they ended with the writers of the lew Testa..ent. urther-
sore, the gospel gifts are not needed today because -ryore c-n turn

‘N

W
+
o
{

to the scriptures for the corfirmation of his faitin i Foa

goodness to men., This is the saie reasoning that the zharicsees an
Sadducees used while tuey listened to John the 3Baptist. “hey thought
that becuase they were descendants of Abraham sglvaticr was 28suUrred.
Tor the scriptures told them of the covensnit God wade to acrenan and
his seed. 3But Johr said {katt. 3:8,9), “"Therefore let vour lives
orove your change of heart; and do not isagipne that you can zay to
youreselves, «e have Adbraham as our forefather, for I tell rou that

30d can raise up descendants for Avbraham from these stones,

2o man of integrity desiregs to pecowe a church mewser just L
~1s rame enrolled on the record. He seeks comuunion with %oa and

Christ, and the assistance of the Holy Spirit in present =y living.
It would be difficult for him to pelieve that his soul could -row and
oe "enriched upon what the saints received and utilized rireteen vrs.
zz0." It is physically impOSblole for a hungry man to be satisfied
oy reacing a menu of what some one else had eaten the day velore., It
s just as difficult for one to satisfy his soul by reaa*hg i1 the
3itle of the blessings to men of old. reter descrived God zs "no re-
sgecter of cersons'; otner accounts say that God is unchargeaole. If
Goz ig urnchangezble than his doctrire which Christ tauzht, wust be
uncuerzszacle, If 11 was recessary in Christ's day to fulliil the

cor. iors of Zaith, Repentance, and 3aptisu for closer co..urion with
God t is recessary today. God would be a respector of cersorns if
tre ze'zifis' were rio longer given as a resultl of sub.lssicn to the
Z0S law,




Various teachings and ordinances once considered essential have
been supplanted by councils, reformers, and churches. As a conse-
gquence, religion has been void of many of the powerful movements of
Christ's Church. The gospel of the Restoration restored these move-
ments in which the priesthood has heen authorized to perform designa-
ted ordinances in Christ's name., The doctrine of the Laying on of
Hands is as little understood as any in the Bible. H#any churches re-
ject it completely. Some practice it only limitedly. Yet the Laying
on of Hands is a fundamental doctrine -- 1t is the fourth principle
of the gospel listed by Paul in Hebrews 6:2.

There are four major purposes for this doctrine. It is used to
Bless little children -- we spoke of this last Sunday night when we
said that some churches had substituted infant baptism for this ordin-
ance, In addition, the Laying on of hands is used in ordaining men to
the ministry, in administering to the sick, and in confirming a can-
didate a member of the church after he has been baptized. If time
permitted, we could give many scriptural references which verify the
position we hold in relation to the doctrine of the laying on of hands.
Another time we will elaborate upon the ordination of wen to the priest-
hood and the administration for the sick. However, these usecs are as
important as the one we wish to emphasize tonight.

"ileglect ot the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by
prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery." In my
Bible, a marginal referernce to this text from lst Timothy, points the
reader to Acts 6:6, from which verse it appears that the gift of the
Holy Ghost was the gift which Faul intended to bring to Timothy's at-
tention., what did FPaul mean by counseling Timothy not to neglect the
gift of the Holy Ghost, which had been conferred upon him by the laying
on of Hands?

ie Latter Day Saints practice this ordinance by those having author-
ity, for the gift of the Holy Ghost. e believe that God's spirit is
working in religious people the world over; that it has guided and 1is
guiding the destinies of nations; that God has manifested hiwmself in
all ages throught the operation of that spirit.

We believe that under that spirit Columbus was guided across the
Atlantic to America, and that under the same spirit, Americag was freed
from a foreign yoke, and established as a land of freedom and justice
and equality. But if there is any truth in our theory of a latter day
restoration of divine authority, we must also believe that only under
the ministrations of that divinely appointed authority can man achieve
the FULL MEASURE of the enjoyment of that Holy Spirit in his daily
life, Hence the laying on of hands for the reception of the Holy Spi-
rit has a particular and a much more significant meaning to us Latter
Day Saints than to any other people.

To many people in the world today, this warning to "neglect not the
gift that is in thee, " should come with a particular and personal
meaning. The Holy Ghost is a gift which must usually be earnestly
sought for to be acquired; and once it is acquired, it must be con-
stantly tended with care. If God is to dwell in you, your body and
your soul must make a fit place for that Spirit to abide, The spirit
of God dwells not in unholy temples, <The Holy Spirit will not ‘dwell
in a body which is weakened by excesses, enervated by dissipation,
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dulled by habitual over-stimulation. The Holy Spirit does not dwell
in & mind which reflects constantly on thoughts of sin, for the thought
is father to the deed.

There is still another significance to the admonition to neglect
not the gift that is in thee, Paul tells us in the 1l2th chapter of 1st
Corinthians that there are diversities of gifts, but the same spirit...
and then he goes on to enumerate some of the gifis of the Spirit -- the
word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, faith, gifts of healing, working
of miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, gifts of tongues, and in-
terpretation of tongues, In fact, we may conclude with James, that
every good and perfect gift with which we are naturally endowed is the
gift of God to us, and that its acquisition and development is made
possible by the Holy Ghost. Yet how many of the people of the world
are living far below their possibilities, not only physically, but men-
tally and spiritually as well? Many have been endowed with a natural
gift of health, only to neglect or to abuse it by violation all the
rules of healthful living until their bodies are sickly and diseased.
Many of us whose minds should be keen and alert are so lazy mentally
that we get a severe headache every time we get a new idea.

The Lord has need of people of all kinds, and of all degrees of a-
bility. He has need of the gift that is within YOU, and has offered
you his Spirit to help you in the cultivation and perfection ¢f that
gift. The people of God should be the most gifted, the most talented,
and the most intelligent people on earth, for they have the advantage
of the presence of God's spirit to lead them. Yet that outstanding a-
bility has seldom been manifested among the people who called them-
selves the people of God. Too often they have flattered themselves
with this title, and have neglected the gift that is in them.. The
people of God, the members of his church, should be the finest, the
most intelligent, the most cultured, the most progressive people on
earth, w#ith the help of the Holy Spirit, the people of God should
produce the world's greatest scientists, scholars, teadhers, artists,
musicians, statesmen.

The sprit which guides into all truth, if cultivated as a gift, and
followed, whould enable all men to hasten progress, to delve into
hitherto unfathomable mysteries, and to open up totally new fields of
thought and endeavor. But too often Christian people have turned the
gift of the Holy Spirit into an anchor to hold them fast to what they
already know, fearing to follow its guidance out into the deeper un-
charted oceans, which still await the exploring soul and mind of man.

Neglect not the gift that is in you. Stir up that gift; feed it;
cultivate it; allow it to grow and to bear fruit in your lives. Not
only will your gift, if properly cherished, contribute something to
the world which you, and you alone are qualified to give, but the
cultivation of that gift, to its fullest will give you a joy, a peace,
a satisfaction beyond all measure, both now, and through eternity.



