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Tonight, in the short tiwe that we have with you I am going to pre-
sent a very brief outline of what we believe about 3aptism. we submit
these beliefs to you as worthy of intelligent consideration., Baptism
symbolizes the unity of man with God. It is a physical witness to the
world of what the world forgets -- the Brotherhood of lan. Yet 1t is
wore than a physical act - it is a moral one as well. lt is the re-
sponse of the will to the appealing force of divinity, and it is essen-
tial for the spiritual growth and waturity of any man.

Tiere are many texts frequently isolated and mis-used to prove oap-
tism un-necessary. In Ephesians 2:8,9 we read: "For by grace ars ye
saved through faith; and that rot of yourselves: it is the gift of God;
Yot of works, lest w:y han ghould woest.' Ir this passage Paul 1is
saying that there is more required than the works of the law of lioses.
This concept is borne out by Christ's conversation with the rich young
man who had kept the law from his youth. 35till this young man recog-
rnized that he lacked sowmething. In lhatthew 7:21, Jesus says: "lot
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall exnter irto the kingdom
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.'
And James advises us that we umust be doers of the word as well as
hearers.

Returning to Paul's statement, we would like for you to consider
Grace as peing "divine forgiveress' as does sebsier, Baptisw makes
possivle the blessing of forgiveness. It is rot like the pardon of a
friend or neighbor, but it is the purifying love of God which clearses
the scul.

becone -

A critic might say, "I dount thet So-and-50 will xakm a very good
Christian, but not God. He is rot a super-policeman always walting
to cateh someome in error when that person is trying to adjust his
life to God's will., God is like a father who watches his child take
its firsi steps, is anxious for its welfare, and is ready to stretch
forth his hand to prevent a fall., «ith a krowledge of this condition
and type of menifested mercy, one can and must make a clean break with
the past which will enasle hiwm to build a new life. It is as Faul
wrote (w.eymouth 2 Cor. 5:17): "%,,,if any one is in Christ, he is a new
creature: the old state of things has passed away, a new state of
things has come into existence." Christ stated very aptly: H}No one,
he said, "Tears a piece from a new garment to mend an old one, Uther-
wise he would not only spoil the new, but the patch frcm the new would
not match the old. Nor does anyorie pour new wine into old wine-skiuns,
Otherwise the new wine would burst the skins, the wine itself would
be spilt, and the skins be destroyed. 3ut new wine must be put into
fresh wine-gkins. *® {(veymouth Luke 5:36,38)

Yo, we do not question the importance of divine forgiveness, but
we do guestion the means of receiving it. t is given only to those
who are amernable to the principles of the gospel -- the third prin-
ciple, according to Faul, is baptism.
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Another text often used to disprove baptism is the 31 verse of the
16 chapter of Acts. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved, and thy house." Let us analxze the circumstance of this
statement. Faul ard Silas were in prison, confined in stocks. They
had been imprisoned because they ministered in the name of Jesus Christ.
They were liberated during an earthquake that night. The jailer had
heard them sing praises to God although they had been severly beaten
earlier in the day. He felt that they were not ordinary men. It was
only natural that he should turn to thewm when the jall was shaken. He
asked them what he had to do and they told him to believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ. But that isn't a2ll they said and it wasn't the end of
the incident. we find in the 32 and 33 verses this account: “And they
(Paul and Silas) spake unto him the word of the Lord; and to all that
were in his housel And he took thew the same hour of the night, and
washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, strightway."
In as much as one believes in Christ it is necessary for him to carry
that belief to a logical conclusion -- the obedience to ALL the re-
quirements of the gospel.

In considerirg Baptism, we must determine the way by which it should
be adwinistered. We say this because through-out Christendon, among
those who believe that some sort of baptism is necessary, there are
three modes useé in performing this sacrament: they are, sprinkling,
pouring, and immersion. It is our custom to go to the Scriptures for
the settlement of a guestion such as this, we find in Ephesians 4:5
that Faul has written: #"One Lord, one faith, one baptism." By this

lhye know that there is just one acceptable baptism - not three. e
‘§further discover that John the Baptist said; "I indeed paptize you with

water unto repentance.” There must be a water baptiem then, but what

'\ kind? Although Christ was no sinrer, he went to Johrn to be baptized

to set the example for men and to show his complete submission to his
father. Jesus said it was necessary for hii to be baptized in order
"to fullfil all righteousness®., Latthew 3:16 states: "And Jesus, when
he was bvaptized went up straightway out of the water®. Notice that he
'went up out' of the water. Here Christ recognized the one baptisi,
and it was and is immersion. At your leisure turn to the sixth chapter
of Romans ard read how Faul compares baptism to a burial., Ask your
child to bury his toy irn the sand-box and see if he pours or sprinkles
sand upor it. He will do neither; he will cover it entirely with sand
in order to bury it.

In recent nistorical novels several writers have made their char-
acters conform to modern concepts by using other means than immersion
for bapgtism. This is as much a fiction as the rest of the stories,
There is no scriptural basis for this., During the first and second
cerituries immersion was the only proper mode, but in the third century
sprinkling was introduced for convenience. Immersion was the accepted
manner until the Council of Ravenna in 1311, Lthis church believes that
ro man or group of men have the authority to cast aside the baptism of
John, Christ, andé the apostles, and substitute arnother in its place.

Contray to many churches, we do not teach that there is a need for
irfant baptism. «e believe that the atonement of Chri%t;is sufficient
for them in the event of their death before they reach ‘bo age of ac-
countability. Christ took little children into his arms, laid his
hands upon them and blessed them, but he didn't baptize them. There



is no specific record in the 3ible that infants were ever baptized.
Vou uay ask, "If children were capable of receiving a blessing from
Christ, why should they not ve able to receive baptism®™" Remember
that baptism is for the remissior of sins and Christ said of littile
ckildéren, %"of such is the kingdom of heaven®, Therefore there 1s no
reed for ipfant baptism., As & ministry, the priesthood of our church
bless little children as did Jesus., If their parents teach them pro-
perly iff c-operation with the ministry they may be baptized at eight
years of age upon their own request.

ihe consciousness of moral error robs a man of total efficiency in
whatever he does., There are wrongs that men cannot right if they are
alore, but knit together by a common vond and motivated ny the prin-
ciples of Christ, there is ro limit to the good they can do. Christ
went about preachirg the 'gospel of the kingdowm'. dHe related many
var=zbles to explain various aspects of the kingdom. The kingdowm to
him was something that could be wmade @ reality by people grouped to-
gether just as the 'sairts' were following Ilentecost when they had all
things common,

4e hold that the purpose of this church today is still the erecting
or establishing of the kingdom of God upon the earth. This church of-
fers an opportunity of participating in this divine task that no other
organization offers. e agree with Thomas Carver who says that 'the
religion worth having is the one that directs the coubined efforts of
men ard institutions most effectively toward the kingdom of God. It is
in the expression of group endeavors that individuals can do something
about past errors. Personal salvation car only be achieved by working
in mutuality with others for the welfare of all men, You cannot ve
saved befause of one decisive act, but "religion must mean at least
the response of your imnner life to God, and all that which is involved
in this term; and the sociaslizing of that 1ife so that the whole 1is
benefited by it."

In light of what we have just sald it is evident that the church
must liwmit itself. It wmust show who is of the church and who isn't -
who is devoted to the truths of Christ, and who is yet to be won to
his ways. Baptism makes possible this distirction., we can agree that
there are those who are baptized who do not yield completely to the
purposes of God. It is also true that sowme who are sympathetic to the
church zre not members, 23ut as F. Henry Zdwards writes; "...the ef-
fective proponents of the kingdom of God are to be found among those
who have made covenant with him, and wnose dccigion has oeen registered
in their ownr lives and in the life of the church by specific actes of
dedication." (rundamentals)

These things, thern, we believe: that the ordinance of Saptism wust
follow repentance and faith. Its purpose is the remissiorn of sins. The
form is by immersion. It may be perforued by any member of the priest-
hood except a teacher or deacon. following baptism the candicate must
be confirwed by the laying on of hands by the elders for the reception
of the Holy Spirit.



The objective of this church is to actualize the "Zion"™ of the
prophets, and kingdom of the New Testament by developing a community
in the life of which there shall be allegiance to Christ and obediernce
to his principles and laws.



