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SCRIPTURHE: Revelation 20:1,10

Terhaps you might thing we have chosen an odd subject for our
discussion tonight -- the mlllenniam. The scriptures speak of %the
thousand years", but never mention the millennium. Sowme churches
ignore the subject altogether. The few who do believe in it, differ
asz widely as the phles on their interpretation of the few scriptures
concerning it. e have chosen it for discussior because it is a
subject which lies &t the heart of much of our Latter Day Sailnt be-
lief. e believe as a people that the Golden Age of Vhristianity
lies yet in the future. we Xzx® velieve thst salvation is not, and
canriot be purely personal, but &hset the individual i1s saved with his
group, and saved largely by higs efforts to save that group., Ferson-
al righteousness is well-nigh impossible in a world of collective
and social sin, Hence we as a people look forward to the day when
Christ's Hingdom shall be esztevlished, and rejoice to spend our ef~
forts that that kingdowm might ve.

ASs the disciples stood gazing up into heaver at the time of Jesus
ascension, a voice spoke to them, giving this prowise: ¥This saue
Jesus, whicn is taken up frow you into heaver, shall so come in 1like
manrier as ye have seen hism g0 into heaver." If we velieve in that
proulse, we must believe that Jesus is couwing zgain, probacly at a day
rot too far distant from today, to dwell agaln on the earth with his
people, and to establish his kingdom with the people who have prepared
themgselves to live in that kKingdoam.

When Christ comes to earth the second tiwme, the first resurrection
will occur. <+he dead in “hrist shall rise first, and together with
the righteous who are still alive on earth, will ope caught up to
weet him in the air. Yow sonme believers in the millenrial reign have
taught that the righteous will be caught up to meet him, and then he
will turn around and take them back into heaven with him for the
thousand years. If you were to go to the station to meet a friend
arriving from Chicago, what would be you expectation? - that he would
stop ard visit you here awhile, certainly ~-- not that he would take
you back howme with him, 2Rexxxkexxx This earth is the natural abode
of Christ. It is here that he will have nis dommiion. It is Bo this
world that the promise was given thst he should come. The kingdows
of this world are becoue the kingaom of our Lord, and of his Christ.

At Cnrist's second coming, the earth shall be cleansed as by fire.
iuch futile argument has been wasted over whether this was a literal
fire, a literal burning. ©OSoue have gone so far as to say that with
the righteous caught up in the air, the wicked will be destroyed;
every plant and animal and fish and bird will oe dsstroyed; every
house and sign of civilization will be destroyed, leaving the earth

a vast, black swoking wilderness, without a living thing remaining on
eartn, or sea, on ir the alr. «With that idea we carrot zgree. lsaiah
4:4 speaks of the *Spirit of burning, ® a sgirit of judgumeutl, wnich
shall so work upon the nearts of the wicked that they will treiuble



ard fear, and seek to hide in the caves ana clelts of the rocks,
knowing thet their wickedness is discovered, anc fearirg to face the
perfect Lord whou they have thus far rejected. OSome of these wicked
will be destroyed by this spiritual cower, no doubt. But awmon the
great nations of the earth, there wiil b many peo.le wno have never
heard of Christ, never had his gospel preached to them in power,
never had & true opportunity oif acceptin hiwm as taelr Savior. it
would be a gross injustice to destroy these too,; and give thew 1o
voportunity x®m of knowing Christ. They will be spared. Jutl (he call
will go out from the band of righteous gathered with Christ, for all
those who are dwelling in the midst of wickedness to gather out of
it, to &l1ly themselves with the forces of righteousness. The gospel
of Christ, which has beer preached in the world precious to Christ's
coiing in order to gather @ nucleus of the righteous to him to estab-
lish his «ingdom, will row be preached to every creature, before the
final day of judgment, "This gospel of the xingdow shall ve preachea
in all the world for a witbness, and then shall the end come," Lat.24,
14
Some time read the second chapter of Isaiah, or the fourth chapt.
of iicah....they are aluost identical. e summarize it briefly: "In
the last days, the wountain of the Lord's house shall be established
in the top of the mountain, and snall ce exalted avbove the hills, and
all nations shall flow unto it." {It seems that they will be many na-
tions still living on earth, oesides those righteous who dwell in
Christ's «ingdom.) "And many peogle shall go and say, Coue ye, and
let us go up unto the mountairn of the Lord, to the house of the God
of Jacob, and ne will teach us his ways, and we will walk in his
vaths, Ard he s:call judge among the nations, and shall reouxe many
peopleg, and they shall beat thelr swords into ploughshares, etc.”

During this thousand year period, wonderful conditions will pre-
vail throughout the world, asg told in the 1lth crapter of Isaiah.
Lpmity between beast and beast, bvetween man and veast, and between
man and man shall be abolished.

~hat maxkes it possible for these idylléc conditions to exist?
During the millemnnium Satan shall ve vound. Frowm the 20th vhzp. of
‘evelstion, we read: "And I saw an angel come down out of heaven,
having the key of the boltomless pit, and a  reat chain irn his hand.
And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil,
ard Satan, and bound hi: a thousand years, Ard cast hiwm into the bot-
tomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon hiw, that he should
deceive the rnations no more till the thousand years should be ful-
filled, and after that he must be loosed & little seascon.” Ope of
the peculiar beliefs avout the millenrium is that with the righteous
tramsported to heavern for the thousand years, ard the widked all lying
dead or. the earth, there would be 1o one left on earth to tempt, and
in the sense of being nandicapped by having ro one to tempt in all
the whole wide earth, he will be bound.

If God adowuts that round-about method of #x vinding Satan, ne will
show less judgment tnar we poor imortals do. wher a criminal threatens
the peace znd safety of a town, we don't evacuate all the righteous
people, and kill all the wicked, in order to make sure that the crida-
iral won't uolest aryone. we catch and jabl the criminzl., and that
is what God is going to do - cateh and jail Satan. +the people of the
earth need hnave no nore fear of hi.. until the thousand years are
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finisned, when he 1z to ove loosed aszain for & 1iittle season to make
further trial of those who have accepted Shrist ir the orison house,
but who have "ot yetl hza to meet temptatior since they cawe to Kuow
their Lord,.

At the end of the thousand years, will cowme the becoz resurrec-
tion, wher. the wickeda of earth, those who spent thelr Llives iy sin,
will cowme forth., They have Deen 1r the prison house, sometimes called
hell, but not to be confused with the hell of the second death. In
the prison house they have received the winistry of the gospel, and
an opportunity to repent of their sins, and find sslvation thru ac-
ceptabce of Christ., They will have no part in the glory of “hrist,
nor of his father. l‘heirs will be a lesser glory, the glory of the
iters, a salvation without reward, vecause they nhave noy works to
serit a reward., After this second resurrection, every man, woian,
and child who ever lived on eartns will be slive at once - and will be
called before the throne for firnal Jjudgment. There has, of course,
oee:r sodue prelininary judguent, to delterminre who shoulc coumie forth in
the first resurrection, and who should remair until the second, but
now every man has had nis chance; the love, the educatiorn the gunish-
ment of God have done their work on every creature. 4very wman who
has accepted Christ, in this or in the spirit world, will be saved,
Sut his place 1 the glories of God, his reward, will be deterumirned
ny his works.

Those who i spite of every effort, have still refused tne saving
grace of Chnrist, or wno have deried the witness of the =zpirit of
Christ when it came to convict them of sin ard convince theu of the
thirg they ought to do, will be those who are cast out into the lake
of fire and briustone; who will suffer the second death, the uwost
horrible and final fate which can befall & huaan soul. Satan, too,
will be cast into = bottoxless git, and shall be heard of no more,

Yhen shsll be eartn obe wmade new, and il things that offend shall
pe gathered out snd burned by fire. Together with the new Jerusalem
which has come down frow heaver, the Kingdon which Christ has estapn-
lished will rule the earth, and men shall dwell forever in the lignht
of his presence, in perfeci peace, perfect joy, perfect havpiness
world without end.



