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A century ago, the Westminster ggyfgfsion of Faith, and the creeds of five er
more of the popular churches, otated .a/in predestination. The VWestuinster Confession
phrased it thus; (7e quote articles 3 and 4.) * By the decree of God, for the mani-

festation of his glory, some men and angels are predestinated unto everlasting life,
and others foreordained to everlasting death. These angels and men, thus predesti-

nated and fore-ordained, are particularly and unchangeably designed; and their nun-

ber isso certain and flefinite that it cannot be either increased or diminished."

If you believe in predestination, as a few backward pecple still do, the work
of evangelizing the warld is easy. Simply invite each person in the world, by radic,
by tract, or by evangelistic sermon, to come to Christ. If he rejects your invitatior.
throws away  the tract, and goes serenely about his business, he is predestined to
be lost. There is nothing more you can do about him. All you can do is to be on your
way to give the invitation to someone else who may accept your invitation, proving
that he is predestinated to be saved. Stated thus bluntly, the whole belief in this
kind of predestination, and the attitude that goes with it, seems slightly silly;
yet this is the belief of a substantial number of pecople today. It is a belief and
an attitude which almost inevitably develop a complacency and a self-satisfied lazi-
ness in those who espouse it, If I thus believe, and hand a man a tract which he
throws into the gutter as soon as my back is turned, I reason then that my duty is
done towards him. I can go home and sleep in peace, because it is HIS fault that he
has rejected Christ. But the truth which I don’t sce is that he may not have been
rejecting Christ at all, but only my stupidly elumsy method of inviting him to come
to Christ. He may only have been rejacting me.

There are those psople in the world today who think that the coming of Christ's
kindgom will be ecasaclysmic, rather than evolutionary -- that some day a trumpet
will sound, the earth will be devoured in a single puff of smoke, the wicked de-
stroyed, and only a few righteous saved. God is going to prove his glory, think
these good folk, by blotting out forever the billions of wicked, and saving a small
remnant of the righteous. Some have gonz so far as to limit the number of saved to
a hundred and forty-four thousand --not one more, nor one less. Their attitude is
that we should rejoice when we see the world getting more and more wicked; that it
is useless to try to do anything to stop the onward march of wickedness, for it is
God's plan that men shall get more and more wicked, until they reach a state in
which he would be justified in dsstroying them all. The sconer this happens, the
sopner the destruction will take place, and the sooner God will set up his kingdam
of the few remaining righteous. Don't struggle against fate, then; save yourself;
invite others to come to Christ but don't be concerned if they don't; they are prob-
ably predestinated to be lost anygthow, and the sooner the better. Such is the phil-
osophy of same of the religious bodies that call themselves Christian today.

How will the kingdom of Gol come? All at once, spectacularly, cataclysmically?
¢r slowly, gradually, steadily, by growth and evolution? The people of Jesus' day
looked for a spectacular, cataclysmic caming of their Savier, and refused to believe
bn one who came gquietly, humbly, comparing the kingdom to the slow}ly growing mustard
seed, or the leaven working silently in a measure of meal. Jesus toll his disciples
that his kingdom cane not with observation. It is not going to be a spectaeunlar event
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but a gradual. evolutlcnsry change. Jesus commanded his disciples to go and T3ACH
all’ natlons, and teachlng is not a spectacular process; it is evolutionary. The
2nd chapter of Isaiah and the 4th chapter of ilicah present &@n almost identical pic-
ture of the kingdom which shall be set up in the last days. It is not to .Be set.up
with a magic, spectacular, cataclysmic upheaval, but by a process Sf evolution and
growth. That kingdom is to spread, as %all nations flow unto it," and as the people
of ghose nations say, "Come, let us go up to the house of the God of Jacob; and he
7ill teach us his ways.....! " The. book of Reveletlon says (11:15) "The kxngdoms of
this world are become the klngdoms of. our Lord,, and of his Christ," indicating that
these worldly klngdoms will not be utterly and cataclysmically desfroyed because.of
their chkedness, but GHALG"D, until: they. yleld to Christ's reign, and become hlS.
Jesus su;gested an evolutlonary process .on enother occasion, when he said that
all thi (not all people) that ,of fend should be gathered out of his kingdom, The
people who will learn, who will grow. .ho will develop spiritually, who will rid
themselves of - the THINGS which offend, may remain..

Tpls does not, mean that the second comang of Christ. will not be spectacular
and cataclysmlc, or that the end of th dorlc and, the Judgmcnt of all men after
the resurrection and the. mlllenlal relgn of a tngusand years, «111 not be:sopevhat
cataclysmlc. e do not mean to say tbat there Jlll be ne. destructlon of tne chked
or no cleansxng of th: uorld The resurrectlon mornlng, when all the dead leave
their graves,v 1ll certalnly be . spectacular People nlll be changed in the tzlnkllng
of an, .eye, according to Paul‘ snd the dead rostored to thelr bodies with equal .sud-
denness. ‘But splrltually, men are not changed to rapldly Cnarecter is the . result or
long, slo~ growth. Instantaneous convors1on snd repentauce may make you a.new man,
in the sense that the slat is w1ped clean, ani the.old debt. of 'sin cancelled. but
it cannot meke you a good man untll there is some good, useful Jrltlng on.the slate,
or some; store of splrltual ‘treasure in the bank as a result of your rlght living.
Conversxon may be spectacular and cataclysmic, but Chrlstllke llves are the result
of slow gro owth and evolutlonary development through days. and months, and: ycars.

When Christ comes to his kingdom, the people who enter there ::ith him will not
be the ones wha are waltlng for him to make them over lnstantly and mlraculously
into the klnd of psople they ought to be. Rather. thcy aill bc the ones who have
fought thelr vay. through, :ho have learned of his .iays, iho haVe been taught, have
grovin, Lave evolved. and overcome llttlv by llttler»rho have becane. prepared for
such,assoclatlon. It 1s our- respon81blllty Jdo keep on. orklné. to keep on prcparmO
ourselves. to xeep on gr0w1ng, to. belp others to, preparc and to gro.+, to keep on
oalllng for repentance and. helplng men to ove rcome, to continue. to labor in love

“ith- those that hevc refused Cnrlst. in thu hopc that they.may yet grow to a place
whers they can be: WOrthy to dwell w;th Chrlst in. hls klngdom. Jesus was.patisnt
with hlS dlsclples, though they “aﬁe mlstakss agaln and again, and even forsook
him in his timeé of greatest need. Can wa he . less patient than he?

it 13 God's plan_.to save all men. It. is. Satan!s - plan to destroy all men. of

course. each man may choose for h;msalf It would be a helllshlj wicked God who
chose for me, ‘and then condemned me to suffer because of that choice. But who is

going to 7in in this battle for the souls of men? Some of the people who believe
most strongly. in a cataclysmic ccmmng of the kingdom take- .pride in thinking that
they w1ll be one of a very, very-. fed nho Wlll be saved (}Som~ have even set the figure
at 144, 000. NOw. let s use_ our. ‘common Sense for a moment. It 1s conservatlvely
est1ma+ed that 130 bllllon people have lived on thls earth, 31nce Creatlon. If only
144,000 of these are to be saved.-that is less than one in a uulllon. The score’ is
a million %o one in favor of the devil. God, the qmniootcnt. the ell-powerfui the
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creator of heaven and eerth, and Christ, who some day shall put all things under
his feet, are whipped by a score of a million to one. Reason rebels at such a

picture .

There are approxizately 2¢ billion people in the warld today, ani only 3585
million of them are aven nominally Christian. Not more than a billion and a halfl
of the 150 billion people who have lived and died since creation, ever hzard the
name of Christ. Are all thess to be lost in the destruction of the warld and the
final culmination of all things? Shall we stand complacently espousing the theory
that there is nothing we can du about wickedness and sin, bescause men are predesti-
nated to be sinful and wicked?

It is true that men are evil and sinful by nature; that many of them are care-
less, rebellious, wicked. Sin always brings its punishment -- or perhaps it would b=
better to say, its consequences. But punishment does nct necessarily last forsver.
e do not put a man in prison for life for stealing a ten cent loaf of bread. God
is not going to punish all of the sinful men of carth forever, either. Punishment
is not vindictive or vengeful, but corrective., When men have suffered the results
of sin, and been convinced of the futility as well as the eeror of their ways, the
punishment will cease. Hell is not eternal, for nevelation 20:14 reads, "And death
and hell wsre cast into the lake of fire." Some few rebellious souls will perhaps
persist in wickedness and rebellion to the end. They will be cast into the lake
of fire and forever lost, but there will be a second chance for all the icked who
repent, and for all the billions who nsver had a first chance in this life to hear

of Christ or his saving mission.

Read the third and fourth chapters of the first epistle of Peter, and you will
find that Christ preached to the wicked spirits in prison, that they might hawe
another chance after punishmnent, to accept the Lord they had ocnce rejected.All who
have never heard of Christ, all who died without the chance of knowing him, all
who never understood his message, all who were blinded by the faults and hypoeri-
sies of men so that they could not see Christ clearly, will have the gospel preached
to them somevwhere after death, So that they may exercise their own will and decide
for or against Christ. When these decisions are all in, you may be sure that the
gscore will not be a million to one in favor of the devil.

Perhaps wWe need a ord of caution here, Not everyons who is saved will receive
the same reward. Some ~ill receive little or none; some a great deal, with all the
gradations in between. Read Paul's explanation of this in 1 Corinthians, 15:40-41,
w;here he speaks of the glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory
of the stars. God is not going to save a mere fractional remnant of his creation,
but most of them, revarding them with that degree of glory which they have earned,
and which they are capable of appreciating and using.

Wie lock forward then to the day when"all nations whan thou hast made shall come
and worship thee, 0 Lord, and shall glorify thy name,"Psalm 86:9; when "many shall
come from the cast and the wWest, and shall sit down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob
in the kingdom of heaven;" .hen "they shall teach no more every man his neighbor and
every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord; for they shall all know me, from the
lzast of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord; for I will forgive their
iniquity and I will remember their sins no more.® In preparation for that day, we
shall try tc grow ourselves, and sesk to lead others also to grow in righteousness,
that we may be prepared for the day when righteousness shall sicep the earth as a
flood, and the kingdoms of this world became the kingdams of our Lord andof his Christ.



