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SCRIPTURE: Matthew 6:31-33.

Thereforo, take no thought, saying What shall we eat? or What shall we drink? or
Wherowithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do tho Gentiles seoks;)
for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seck ye
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you. (King James version.)

Wherofore, seek not the things of this warld; but ssck yo first to build up the
kingdom of God, and to establish his righteousness, and all these things shall bo

added unto yous (e...Inspired Version.)
e 3k ok % 3K oK o4 Ak ok ok K K

One of the ever-present probloms of Chriskianity is the problem of deciding how
much of roligion is’ "osher=worldly"' and hov much is "¢his-worldly." Tho secriptures
arc filled with injunctions similar to the one Paul wrote to the Colossians == "Set
your affections on things above, not on things on the earth." (3:2) Josus said,
ey not up for yourselves treasurcs on earth........ but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven," and "My kingdom is not of this world." Some peoplc have pre -
forred to stress theso verses and the attitude towards life which they represent.
Others have preferred to consider them with their context, and to believe that Jesus
was concarned more about this world than about the world to come.

Back and forth between these two ideas, the pendulum of public thought and
Christian belief has swung. In medieval thmes, and even to some extent today,
Christian people hcld the idea that this world is vile, the body a nccossary ovil,
and this life but a transitory and inconsequential state to be endured with as good
grace as possible in proparation for a botter world. Man was only a stranger here;
heaven was his home. Men sought to assure themselves of that heavenly homo of bliss
and happiness and comfort, by denying thamsolves overy possible comfort hore. They
1ived as hermits in the desert. They wore rough clothes. They sconrgod thomselves.
Their diot was meager and monotonous. They ignorod the people about them. They
despised and renounced all moncy and property. They did everything possiblc to be-
1ittle and discommodo themselves physically, and to indicate their scorn of this
world, and their preference for a heaven after death.

On the othsr hand, thero have been men in many ages of the world who beliaved
that the kingdom of God was to coms to this carth, and to be oxpressed in practica-
litics of social, cconomic, and roligious intercoursc. Plato's REPUBLIC, St.
Augustino's CITY (F GOD, Sir Tfomas More's UTOPIA, Butler's EREWHOW, and EKEWHON
REVISTTRED, Campanclla's CITY OF THE SUN, Bellamy's LOOKING BACKWARD, and morc
recently, some of H. G. Wells' writings, have all boen attempts to draw plans and
blue prints for an ideal social statc, which Christian peoplo are accustomcd to call
the kingdom of God. The ancicnt Hebrew prophets worc constamntly concerncd with the
practicalities of life here and now -- with such problems as puverty, diseasc,
political cconomy, justice botween man and man, 2tC. == which are cortainly problems
of this world. Jesus quoted one of those ancient prophets when he announced thoe
purpose of his ministry -- "to preach the gospel to tho poor, to hsal the broken
hearted, to preoach delivsrance to the captives, and the recovery of sight to the
plimd; to sot at liberty them that arc bruised." Jesus was certainly concerncd with
the "othor-worldly" aspect of his message, but he was equally concorned about the
moreabundant life in this world.
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Even today, however, we still have our differences about the main emphasis of
Christianity. Shall we endure this life merely as o difficult preparation for the
next, or shall we make of this life so profitable and enjoyable, that thers shall
be no break or cessation of 1ife when we pass through the experience of death? Is
the good life to be achieved without effort on our part -- merely discovered by us,
or is it to be the result of careful and praverful and extended preparation and care
and toil, that God's kingdom might be?

The difference between these two attitudes is focused by the difference in the
translation of two Bible verses, which are found near the close of the 6th chapter
of Matthew. The King James version says, "Ssek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
rightsousness, amd all thesc things (ieas food and drink and raiment) shall be added
unto you." The Douay version reads very similarly. The Moffat vorsion reads "Seek
God's realm and his goodness, and all that will be yours over and above,." But in
contrast to this the Inspired Version of the Bible, as corrected by Joseph Smith
reads: "Wherefore scek not the things of this world; but scek ye first to build up
the kingdom of God, and to establish his righteousness, and all these thing shall
be addsd unto you."

There are many scekers after the kingdom, even today. They are looking for
something finished, and completed -- a placé into which thsy can move and forever be
at rest. They seek with the mentel and spiritual attitude that the Kingdom of God
exists somewhere, if they could just find it. Thoy search and search, as mon befa e
them have searched for Eldorado, or the Fountain of Youth, or the Philosopher's
stone which would change lead into gold. All their cnergy and time goes into
SEARCHING, and nonc into DOING. '

There are many s:ckers after God's righteousness today, and even some finders,
but few who will bocome DOERS once they have sought and found. And still fewer will
maks any rcal, dotormined attempt to make that righteousness the rulc of life among
other men, other nations, and throughout tho world. We may seok diligently for his
rightoousness, find it in his scriptures, and in the life of his Son, Josus; wo may
even understand and appreciate it, but unless wo "seck to establish it" by living
it in our own lives and exemplifying it in our relationships with other men, the
more finding will do us no good. We may scek diligently to find the kingdom of God,
but if we have not made ourselves the kind of people who could dwell in such a
kingdom; if we have made no growth, no development, no spiritual progress through
working to build up that kingdom, we shall not be worthy to dwell there even if
we havs found £t,.

Tt is well that we should rccognize the "other-worldliness" of God's kingdom,
but it is equally important that we should not ovorlook the "this-worldliness" of
it. It is well to sesk first the kingdom, but it is better to sesk the ways and
means of BUILDING that kingdom, so that wu ourselves may holp to bring abowmt the
accomplishment of the things for which we seek. It is well that we should seask his
rightcousness, but if we find that righteousness and try to live it alone in a
barren descrt, we shall be no nearer the kingdom of God than w: were befors. It will
be necessary for us to STEK TO BSTABLISH that righteousnoss, by living rightsously
in our "this-worldly" associations togethsr. Only whon all the poor have been lifted
out of their poverty, when all the broken h.arted are bound up, when all the captives
are dolivered, all the deaf made to hsar, all the blind restorud to sight, all the
oppressed rostored to their rights, all the injusticos of man to man made right,
will his righteousness be ESTABLISHED.

It t:kes some energy, some thought, some diligence, some persewsrance, to SEEK
for the kingdom, hoping that some day we will find it recady made. But 1t takes
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vastly more of thought and diligence and perseverance and emergy to seek to BUILD uP
the kingdom of God. Seeking to build up the kingdom of God is not necessarily an
ignoring of the "ether-worldly" character of the kingdom, but = recognition that the
spiritual er"ether-worldly" aspects of the kingdom of God have to do with "this~ .
worldly" things. We do not need to ignore either aspect of our task. We do need to
lay up our treasures in heaven. We do need to set our affections on things above.

We do need to recognize that Jesus' kingdom is not of this world, in the sense that
it will not be established after the popular or accepted ways of this world, Jesus
never denicd or belittled man's need of food and frink and raiment, It was he who
fod the four thousand, and the five thousand, when they were far from the normal
source of food supply. But what Jesus was trying to teach was that if man is
spiritually changed so that his first consideration is the Kingdom of God -- if he
takes no anxious thought, and refuses to be unnocessarily worried about this world's
needs, that the practicalities of the Kingdom of God will take care of those
practical and worldly nesds through the operation of spiritual laws.

Whenever a sufficient group of men can be found who are willing to set their
affections on things above, to lay up for themselves treasures in hcaven, to bocome
citizons of the Kingdom of God on earth, "a1l theso things," such as food and raiment
and security of life and of property and of home, will automatically follow. But the
man who seeks food first, disrogarding the principles of the kingdom, or the man who
worries and selfishly tries to achieve security for himself through selfishness,
will never even find the kingdom, no matter how long or how diligently ho merely
SFEKS it. He must not only SEZEK it, but ho must SEEK TO BUILD IT UP, and to
ESTABLISH GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS.

A great wcaknoss of many people, and of many churches, is their utter lack of
practicality -~ iheir "other-worldli 1 we their so-called "spirituallty" which
ignores the necessary and practical material things of this world with which we
have to dealy Too much in times past have we regarded this world as a kind of con=-
“contration camp where man is detained against his will, and surroundgq by all sorts
of evil. Too much have we regarded heaven as the dwelling place of 4 -¥6% of re-
patriated refugees, who had suffered the buffstings of evil in the far country of
this world, and who had at last returned home to a city ready made, where all would
be psace and joy and rest. The world desperately nceds a blending of the practical
and the spiritual -- a secking of the kingdom and a seeking to build up the kingdom
-= a gsooking after righteousncss, and a seoking to establish that righteousness.

When Paul wrote to tho Colossians admonishing that they sot their minds on
things above, he procceded to give soms very prattical and worldly advice. He advig-
ed against fornication, unclecanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence,
covetousness, anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, lying, He admonished them to love,
humility, for bearance, forgiveness, charity, and mutual helpfulness. He admonished
husbands and wives to love and obey each othor, and children to obey their parontse.
Ho instructed sorvants to obey their masters. All thesc wore practical considerations
important for those who were seeking to build up, rather than to find already
builded, the Kingdom of God.

The Latter Day Saint concept of the Kingdom of God is caught up in one word ==
Zion. Zion is not to be in somc heavenly world, but here. We could enjoy it now, if
there wore enough pcople who had sought to build it up, and to ostablish the right-
cousness which is @ nocossary forerunner of it. It will be achieved only when there
is preparad a group of people who have so set their hearts on.things above, that
they have brought af "6ther-worldly" quality into thoir "this-worldly" life, a group
of epoplc whosc FIRST consideration is not food or drink or raimont or sccurity -
but the kingdom -- a group of psople whoss lives arc dovoted to the building up of
the kingdom and the cstablishing of God's righteousness. With God's holp we aspirs
to be soms day such a group--a nucleus to which God can add others, and to which
"211 these things" may also be added in due season.



