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SCRIPTURE: Matthew 7: 13-14

Fnter.ye in at the stralt gate; for wide is the. gate, and broad 1s
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in
tnereat. Because strait is the gate, and narrow 1s the way, which
“cadeth unto 1life, and few there be that find it.
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A great-deal of progress has been made in the past generation
towards the unity of christiad denominations. Professea followers of
Jesus have -looked ‘at the dénominationalism of ,the day with-its bick-
erings, 1ts jealousies, and 1ts divisions, and have felt ashamed that
the chiurch of Christ should1be;sdfdividedxafter he had commanded them
all to be one, as he'and his Father were one. More and more the ten-
dency of ‘the day“ls to compromise differences, -to become more liberal
and less strict about what used to 'be- regarded as essentials. And
now, although there is a better working unity and.a finer gquality of
cooperation between denominations than ever before, the number of
denominations is just about as great,as'formerly3:and’Organizational
unity seems as far away as ever.

Moét‘churches are in favor of unity, if unity can be had by
persuading everyone else to come to their opinion. But feWw of us are
willing to achieve unity at the expense of our own convictions. Ve
Latter Day Saints are no exception to this rule. In fact, at the risk
of beihg considered old fashioned, fupdamental, and someéwhat steeped
in tradition, we cling to certain beliefs which we regard as essential
but which frequently stand. between us-and unity with other churches.
Wie belleve firmly in the right of every man to belleve as he chooses,
and to worship as he pleases, ‘80 long as his liberty does not infringe
upon the liberty of anyone else. We try to be liberal enough to allow
every man his own opinion, even 1f it clashes with ‘ours. We are attempt
ing, "1ike all other churches, -to.build a closer working fellowship and

cooperation with the universal Christian brotherhood, so that insofar
as possible, we may be united. :

But in addition to this freedom and this liberality, we are also
very narrow at times -- just as you: and your church are narrow in some
respects. We believe that every church, including yours andmine, has
a right to lay down certain terms of acceptance into that ‘church,
according to what we believe Christ taught and the Bible'records.

S0 far as I know, not a single.churchthat calls itgelf Christian
would admit to fellowship one who did not believe in the divinity of
Jesus. Seen from the viewpoint of a Mohammedan, or a Buddhist, or a
Hebrew, that is NARROW. But 1f you grant the right of a church =--or
of any other organization for that matter -=to stipulate the condi-
+ions of membership, none of us should call others narrow for setting
forth those stipulations and adhering to them strictly.

But, after all, is it so reprehensible to be "narrow?" Is there

any easy, royal road, or short-cut to heaven? Can the goals of Christ-
ian living be achieved by a guick, magical hocus-pocus? Or are they
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rather the result of lomg, painstaking, methodlcal, orderly growth
and development -- the result of a lifetime of discipline and adherence
to hard rules, and narrow, restrictive routine?

Success in any field comes as a result of at least a certain kind
5>f narrowness, of rigid, unyleldlng discipline. Just to take one ex-
ample at random -- if you want to become a physician or surgeon, you
must submit yourself to certain preparation and study and training.
Vou must first beable to meet certain entrance reguirements, or you
do not even get into the medical school. You may resent those require-
ments; you mav think them too severe; you may believe you could make -
a good doctor in splte of them; but yovu have no choice. You must abide
by them, or you do not even enter medical school. But entrance to the
medical school is not the end; it is only the beginning. You must com-
plete the prescribed course to the satisfaction of yvour instructors.
Vou may resent their narrowness in telling you what you must study:
vou may regard part of the course as superfluous, or foolish: you may
regard some of the rules of the school about dormitory hours and dallv
routine as needless restrictions and infringements upon your liberty;
but you must abide by them if you wish to become a doctor.

Not only in preparing for a profession, but in practicing 1t,
a certain narrowness, a certain attention to detail and meticulous re-
gard for detall is absolutely essentlal. Certain techniques and rou-
fines must be adoptad and rigldly adhered to. The doctor or surgeon
who was careless about keeping his hands, his instruments, and the
sperative field sterile during a job of surgery might feel that he
was exercising a justifiable freedom, but his patients would die, and
his freedom would be the ruination of his medical career. The railroad
engineer must learn his book of rules, and operate according to those
rules, or he loses his job. Spometimes he may resent such Intrusions
on his personal liberty -- but experience has proved that certain rou-
tines are necessary in rallroading for the safety and efficiency of
operations('many of you who are now working in munitions plants know
how rigid the rules are where powder and explosives are being handled.
You must abide by the rules, or blow yourself and perhaps others to
kingdom come. There is no place for free-lancing or gay disregard of
narrow, hampering restrictions and rules when you work in an ammuni-
tion factorv.) And so we could multiply examples. But these should
suffice to establish the point -- that safe results follow strict,
slavish obedience to narrow, restrictive rules, in whatever line of
activity you may be engaged.

Now let us transfer this principle into the field of religion.
with it well in mind, we can unequivocallv and without fear of
successful contradiction make this statement: that we shall never :
malte betéer Christians by liberalizing and broadening the requirements
for church membership, any more than we shall have better doctors by
liberalizing the entrance requirements and the courses of study in
our medical schools. Some people deeply resent it when a church asks
them to make certain preparation, to undergo certain rigid self-dis-
cinline, to submit to certain essential proeesses of soul, and to-
certain outward forms or rituals which symbollze the change within.
They regerd such requirements as narrow-- as an infringement on thelr
personal liberty -- as non-essential -- as 0ld fashioned. Instead of
accepting gladly and willingly the routine and the discipline that will
make them into the kind of peo>le they want to be, they look for some
sasy, effortless, painless, overnight method of becoming a Christian.
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Constantine is one of the outstanding examples of one who tried
to liberalize the church, and o irivent a short .cut to church mem-
Lership. He thousht it was teoo much trouble to convert the minds and
+he wills of peopIei‘that‘toék too long. So he converted thousands. of
them with the sword. He offered a simple choice -~ -become a Christian
Ay become a corpse, and most people willingly or unwillingly took:-the
first choice, Under such an influx-of converts the church found it
very troublesome’ to baptize by immersion, so- they adopted a short cut
to that. within a few decades dfter this liberalization program had
gotten under way,’ the Christian church bore little resemblance indeed
to the church of ChHrist and ' the apostles. N .

"But," some people say,; "I don't understand why the church makes
some of’i%slrequirements.’Iﬁdon't»understand, for instance, how baptisn:
can remit sins; or how the laying on of hands can bring the gift of "’
the holy ghost."™ Uiell, there are many things we do not understand.
Some of them we gradnallv grow to. understand; others forever remain a
mystery to us: .but if we know that a certain method if meticulously.
followed gets the results we want, would we not Dbe foolish to deviate
from the method simmly because we did not.undérstand a part of it,
and still expect to ‘achieve ‘the same results? - The chemical principle
of cathlysis is & case in point. Chemists do not. understand it. They
cannot explain why it should be. But it'works, and 1f you change the -
conditions, 1t will not work. A catalyst, in case you are not Familiar
with the word, is & substence or an‘agent whose presence is neeessary
for the completion of a chemical reaction. The catalyst 1s seeminzly
a0t involved in the reaction. It remains: the ‘Same, while chemical
substances all about it are changing. It can usually e used over and
srver azain. But if vou take the catalyst out of the equation and leave
ever tﬁing else the same; nothinz will happen. Ask-a;chemistXWhv a
substance that does notﬁéfssolve‘or;change;or ebsorb anything should
be essentigdl to the completion of a .chemical reaction, and he will not
be able to tell you. But he knows that_a,oatalysﬁ'isressential’to
catalysis, and that without it, :the process won't work. So he uses 1t,
and gets results, ‘

As we look at Ghristlanity todav, and daiscover how easy it is.to
become a2 Christlan,.at least. 1n name -{how effortless the Christian
1ife seems 5s exemplified 4n most of its adherents). how lacking in the

fruits of Christian living much of our Christian world seems to be,
it occurs.to. us to wonder. whether we have not-left some thing out of-
the preoeess or formula, inAan,attempt,to“makeﬁchristianity easy. Have,

we tried:to find forgiveneés‘for,sinfby*ébmeNeéﬁgsshort-cut, only: to

find that we did not achieve the:results’we had lonked for?(Have we
tried to effect a catalygié‘withbut*a”catalystQ)Have we attempted to
attain to the full measuré 6f thé stature of Christ by shaking hends
with 2 preacher and confessing Christ? It can't be done, any more than
we can learn to be a good physician or surgeon over one week-end, or’
any more than we can learn to play the plano in ten easy lessons de-
livered to gour door by the postman.

God has set up certain minimum requirements for admission to his
kingdom} He has laid down certaln acts and processes and disciplines
to which we must adhere if we wish to attain-to the fullness of the
measure of the stature of Christ. Paul 1&¥s’ down some of the require-
ments or preliminaries to an scceptable Christian life in Fhe 6th
chapter of Hebrews, namely: repentance from dead works, faith toward
0@, baptism of water and of the spirit by the laying on of hands,
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and finally, the resurrection of the body and the eternal judgment.

But in these dayvs of easy admission into Christisn churches,
we are told that faith 1s all right, and repentance necessary, but
baptism can be skipped, and the laying on of hands 1s no longer re-
guired for the reception of the holy ghost. Religlotis teachers
gquote "Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved," and accept
such a profession of Christianity as the sole requirement for church
membership, choosing to ignore Jesus' statement that “He who believet
and is baptized™ shall be saved, or Peterts "Repent and be baptized
&very one oF you for the remission of your sins," or the verse "Arise
and wash away thy sins,™ and many others equally plain and clear.§

Latter Day Saints are narrow. When the Bible speaks, or God says
"This is the wav, walk therein," or when definite requirements are
ledd-down for admission to church fellowship and rigid restrictions
and self-disciplines are prescribed for those who would attain the
Christian 1ife in its @2bundance, we believe that men should hew to
the line, anc be ezceedingly narrow and strict and exacting. Results
can be achieved in no other way. We dare not eliminate what is in-
convenient, or not to our liking, or too much trouble, or a bit be-
vond our comprehension, and expect to achieve the promised results

that follow obedience. We dare not take isolated passages of scrip-
ture, and use them as the sole guide to Christian chardcter and fel-

lowship. We must take all, or none. If we want to be a doctor, or

a surgeon, or & railroad engineer, or a lwayer, or @ munitions worker
or a musician, or anything else worth while, we must follow the pre-
scribed course of study, obey the rules, ablde by the discipline.. -
Dare we expect Christianity to be anyv easler?

Jesus sald, Enter ye in at the strait ( i.e. narrow, restricted,
constricted) gate, for wide is the gate, and bppad is the way that
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat."
The easy way of life, the liberal, the free-and easy, the broad-
minded, the way where it doesn't make any difference what you do
or how you do it, is the way chosen by the great multitudes of
earth who do not like the idea of any restrictions on their freedom.
But "strait is the gate, and narrow the way, which leadeth unto life,
and few there be that find it," because only a few are willing to
give up a portion of their freedom of tﬁought and of action and
discipline themselves until they are capable of enjoying the larger
freedom of everlasting life. He who would be free must first become
a slave. He who desires the freedom of life eternal must enter God's
kingdom not on the broad highway or through the wide gate of his
own liberal thinking and broad minded freedom, but through the strait
gate and the narrow way, which allows no deviation or shadow of turn-
ing from him who sets his feet to walk therein.



