BE NOT TOSSEL TC AWD FRO

Bvan A. Fry, Radio Director Sunday, March 14, 1943
PYaorganized Church of Jesus Christ 10:00 pem. KMBC, 980 KC
of Latter Day Saints Kansas City, Mo. (8242)
liidependence, Mo. All Rights Reserved

‘CRIPTURE READING: Ephesians 4: 11-15

nd he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers; For the perfeeting of the saints, for thc work of the
winistry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; till wo, in the urity of the faitl,
all come to tho knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the staturc of the fullness of Christ; That we henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about with cvery wind of doctrinc, by the sleight
of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they liec in wait to deceive; But spsaking
the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even
\ngggg;f?rOm whom the whole body filly joined together and compacted by that which
every joint supplieth, according to the effoxtual working in the measure of

avery part, maketh incr:ase of the body unto the cdifying of itseclf in lovo.
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One dey I stood at a window, looking idly and absont-mindedly out at the busy
traffic of a main thoroughfare. As I looked, my attention was attracted to alarge
double shest of old newspaper, which had probably bocn carelcssly tossed from some
passing motor car. When I first noticad it, it was almost «t rost in the middle
of thc street -- flapping slightly at the cornors, but not really moving out of
its place. Then a string of cars approached, and drawn by the sweoping auction
of their passing, the paper lifted itself and zoomed gquite vigorously in the
dirgction of the departing cars. But just then another line of speeding cars
came from the other directiom, and the paper found itsclf caught in another
current of air from the opposite dircction -= so it changod course, and blew back
in the direction from which it came. About the time that flurry was over, the
south breeze, which was blowing across ths roazd, gave a sudden little gust, and tho
paper whirled out of the street, got caught in a sort of aerial whirlpool, =nd
in the general run-around finally landed back in the strect, ready for the nixt
sweepirg lins of oars,

I have discovered that just a lot of good psople -= a vory groat many of tham
professed Christians and church membors -~ are just like that picce of stray
paper. They are tossed to and fro, and carried about by every wind of doctrine.
Bzcause they have never digged deecp, and mado their foundations sure -- because
they have nevor taken root and gone deeply into the soil of spiritual growth,
the least gust of wind is able to scnd thom scurrying away in some new dircction,
aftor some now fad, or now idca., It is poople like that who follow a new cult ever;
year, or who attach thoir spiritual allegiance first to one man and then another,
or who find themselves continually possesscd by this or that or the other new
philosophy which blows them this way .nd that, but never lots them find a firm
anchorage or an abiding peacc.

Christ never intonded that his followers -~ tho members of his body on sarth.
the church, should thus be blown to and fro by svery wind of doctrine, He did e
intend that they should be following cach new fad, each new cult, sach new
philosophy, each new idua that came alongwe~deserting all the old every time they
sought the new, He did not ever intend that his followers should be as those
peoplc against whom Paul warned Timothy == "ever lcarning, but naver coming to a
knowledge of the truth.,” He intinded that his disciples should be rooted and
grounded in love; that they should have cortain basic, fundamental knowlsdges and
truths and experiences which would keep them firm and steady in the faco not only
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of little gusts of windy doctrine, but in the face of the wildest and most violent
of spiritual storms. '

To the end that his people micht be grounded, and established, and kept safe
from those forces which would carry them to and fro, hither and yon, Christ set
certain officers in his church. Paul enumerates them for us in the Scripture
lesson we have read from the 4th chapter of Ephesians -- apostles, prophets,
svangelists, pastors, teachers. To these and othsrs of the church's ovsrseers
was entrusted the task of keeping the pecople of Christ"s church and kingdom.free
“rom the forces and elements which would distrub, which would scatter, which
ould toss to and fro, which would lie in weight with craftiness and sleight and
wunning to deceive and draw away. To those officers of tho church, and to the
shurch itself, it was given to speak with authority, to establish sound doctrine,
to unify the faith of the saints b: bringing all of them to a full knowledge of
nhrist, to the measure of the stature of the fullnes. of Christ. The specifie
rurpose of setting these officers in the church was that we should no longer be
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by
sleight of men, by ounning craftiness, but that following their teaching and their
authoritative doctrine, we should grow up together in love, until we all became
one with Christ.

Some people have supposed and believed that if Authority is given to the
church and to God's representatives in the priesthood of the church, th.t this
sets aside man's inteliect and his right to think for himself., Some people have
supposad that if one consented to the authority of the church, it meant that he
had to agree mechanically with those above him in authority, so that all might
think alike. I believe it is Walter Lippman who says, "Where all think alike, no’
one thinks very much." There is no more positive and speedy way of stifling all
thought than demanding that all men think and believe according to 2 certain
authoritarian pattern,

Latter Day Saints do not belisve that the suthority of the church demands that
man surrender his intellect, his right to reason with that intellect, his right to
demand th.t authority be tested in the light of reason. We respect, and honor,
and under all normal circumstances obey the direction of those who are placed
abdve us in the church, But we demand the right to check and test and prove their
authority democratically, before we obey,’AIf the church commands, or onc of its
officers commands, we test that pronouncement against the authority of that which
is written, against the authority of common sense, and against the authority of
the indwelling Spirit of Christ, which should rightfully be in the bosom of each
one of us. If a command, or an interpretation of doctrine is given which is
directly contrary to the written Scripture, or which is obviously and patently
wrong, tyrannical, dictatorial, unsound; or which we cannot in conscience agree
to because of what we bslieve to be the leadings of the Holy Spirit, we reserve
the right to re=-examine that command or that re-interpretation, in love, in
kindness, in fellowship and forbearance one with another,

Let us bring a concrete example. I trust that you already know that members
of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints have always
condemned polygamy. Our history proves to our satisfaction that Joseph Smith never
taught polygamy; that he had only one wife; that up to the month of his death he
was publicly on rocord as opposed to anything but a monogamous marriage relation.
We say that it is impossible that he should have presented any revelation )
commanding polygamy. We deny that he did, but if he ever had, it must needs have
been checked against th.t which is already written =-- and the Bible, and the
Book of Mormon which Josoph Smith translated, and the revelations which he gave
to the church bztween 1829 and 1844 2all advocate monagamy, and condemn polypgamy
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in any forms If polygamy was wrong once, it will always be wrong, and no
#ronouncem:nt or interpretation or ruvelation from the highest in authority in the
shurch could ever make it right. So do ws today demand and reserve the right to
35t the leadership of our ministry, even up to and including tho prophet and

sniritual head of the church.

We test the authority of our l:zaders by the written, scriptural rscord, by

tha princisles of reason and judgment, and by the Holy Spirit which is given to
cach mombor who has beon truly born into Christ's church and kingdom. We test each
cxperience, cach bit of leadership, zach pronouncement of doctrine, becaus:z every
man, no matter how good or how oxalted his position, is fallibld, mortal, human.
And thers is no church, which is not also fallible at times, b:caus: the church is
made up, from top to bottom, of fallibles, mortal, human creatures, whose powars

of rcasoning and judgment and spiritual appreception are somstimos pitifully poor.
Thes person or the church which s:cks for a static finality in rcligion -= a final
statement which is suppos:d to include ALL the sum total of religious truth, is
poor indssd.’ For no truer words wers ovoer spoken for America in tho Mayflowsr:
"Tho Lord hath yot more light and truth to break forth from his word." “In each age,
as men grow into the adbility to perceive mors and morce of God, their conception

of him grows, thoir interprotation of his doctrinechangos. This does not mean
thet ws should flutter about from place to place, as does the paper whon it blows,
but rather that woe should build our foundations, sond down our roots dsep into
spiritual soil, anchor oursclves firmly in what ws know to be right, and then
spread out and advance from thore, testing ocach new bit of knowludge, gach now
rovealment of God, each new dictum of authority in thse light of the fundamental,
:stablizing knowledge which we know.

The men who are set ap.rt in God's church to bo his ministers, arc special
~opositories of God's spirit -- leadors, rcevelators, interproters of God's will
-= stabilizors of his church, But thoy may make mistakes. They may prove falsc,
4s did Judas. They may be honostly but humanly mistaken, as Feter was when Paul
nade a spocial trip to Jorusalem to withstand him to his faco, and won his casc
bsfore a spocial church councile (8¢ Galatians 2:11) They may prove neglectful,
as did the men who desertcd Faul and lsft him to defond himself in 2 time of
groat neod. So the people who follow tho lecadership of the ministry have a right
-- a God-given, inalienabls right -- to think for thomselves, to choose, to
comparc, to judgs in charity, to accept and a, prove, or reject and disapprove of
whatever leadership their ministry gives.

This is not to sar that wo should be suspicious, or critically fault-finding,
or vindictive, or rcbellious. If both ministry and laity are led by ths Spirit of
Christ, thsrs will be no clash between them. But if ono departs, sach is set to
susport and strongthen the other. It is the function of the officsrs of the church
to lead, guide, direct, rcccive now revoalment of God's will, to set in ordw:r, to
watch for iniquity and diseipline it whon it appears, being governed always by the
;Spirit‘pﬁ,Qgg,f It is the junction of the officers of the church to soo-that the
church to sse that the membership is firmly rooted and grounded, so that they will
not be carricd about by svery wind of doctrinc. It is their function to seeok after
and bring back thoss whos: foundations are not sscure, and who do drift at the

first gust of breeze.

But the laity has a rosponsibility too., We must undertake part of the task
of building our own foundation, so that we shall not be blown away. Wo should
follow our guides, rcespecting them, hororing them, strengthening thom, upholding
them in faith and prayer that they may lead aright. But .lways we should have
“ithin us the witness of the Holy Spirit that we arc being led aright., We should
20p a loving, kindly, watchful eye on those whose God~-given task it is to lead
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lest they too should some day be shaken from their firm foundation and like=-
ise be carrisd to and fro, Wo must assum: some of the responsibility for follow-
‘vz wrong leadership,/for Paul adminish:zd. "Though we or .n angel from heaven
‘reach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preachcd unto you, lot
. 'm bs accursed." He was reminding his hearers of their responsibility in watching
» se» that even he preached the gospel in purity, for cven he was mortal,
.11ible, capable of making mistakes or embracing error.

LS,

We Lattor Day Saints are thankful to have in our church all the officers
‘hrist set therc for the perfscting of the saints, such as apostles, and prophets,
‘'nd evangelists, and pastors, and teachers. We are striving with our leaders to
sring Christ's church %o a unity of the faith, and each member to the measurc of
the stature of the fullness of Christ, We ar. striving togethée, nutually
assisting each othor, that we may all become firmly grounded in love and faith
and doctrinal unity, that we henccforth may be no longer children, tossed to and
fro, and carrica about with every wind of doctrine. Ve pray that you, with us,
may reccive of that Holy Spirit of promise, which shall fix our minds and hearts
on things etcrnal, but shall also lead us to ¢xpand our understanding until we
have been led into ALL truth,



