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SCRIPTURE KEADING: Matthew 20: 1-16 .
For the kingdom of hsaven is like unto a man that is an house holder, which went

out early in the morning to hire laborors into his vineyerd. And when he had
agreed with the laborers for a penny a day, he scnt them into his vineyard. And
he went out about thz third hour, and saw others standing idlc in tho marketplace,
and said unto them, Go ye also into the vinecyard, and whatsoever is right I will
give you. And they went their way. And again, ho went out about the sixth and
ninth hour, and did likewise. And about the cleventh houp he went out, and found
others standing idle, and saith unto thom, Why stand ye herc all the day idle?
They say unto him, Bocaus: no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go rca a&lso
into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, thit shall ys reccive. So when zven
was come, the Lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the laborers,

and give them their hirc, boginning from tho last unto tho first. And when they
came that were hired about th: elevonth hour, they rocsived every man a ponny.
But when the first camg, they suppos:d that they should have raceived more; and
thoy likewise rcceived ov ry man a penny. And wheon they had rcceived it, they
murmurcd against the goodman of tho house, saying, These last have wrought but
one hour, and thou hast made thom c¢qual unteo us, which have borne the burden and
heat of the day. But he answerod one of them, and said, Friend, I do theoc no
wrong; didst not thou agrce with me for a penny? Take that thins is, and go thy
way: I will give unto this last, cven as unto thes, Is thinc eye evil, becausec

I am good? So the last shall be first, and the first last; for many be called,

but fow chosen.,
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For many gecnerations the popular intarprotation of this parable has been
that the vincyard is the church; that the houscholder is God; that the day is tho
life span of man. God calls for labor:rg in the early morning of life in childhood.
But some do not heed the call, until it comgs again in youth., Others postpono
their acceptance of the call until adult manhood or womsnhood. And still others
postpons the acceptance of Christ until the cleventh hour, when thoy are on their
deathbsd and rsady to pass over.

Many a good old fashioned revival surmon has bsen built around this parable,
as the preachors exhorted peoplc to accept Christ NOW, bescause none of us can be
sure that this is not the cleventh hour for us. But even a superficial examination
of the exact wording of tho parable will suffice to show that this interpretation
does not jibe with tho facts as set forth in the parable itself.

On somc things we may agroec. The houssholder is God, The vineyard into
which he sovks to sond laborors is his church, or his earthly kingdom. His
stoward, who sventually rewards the laborers, is his Son, Jesus Christ. The
laborers are his ministers, who are sent to sow and reap and tend ind prunc his
vineyard. Ths individual Christians, who are simply lay-members in tho church,
are the plants or vines which the ministers are to tend. Except th.t in ons sonse
we ate all laborers together with God, all the mombers of the church could not
be spocially called, specially hired, commissioned laborers -=- or thers would be
no vineyard plants on which to labor.

Thz point on which sme of us may disagrec is this: That the sovaral "hours"
zt which thesc laborers were called from the m.rket place are not intended to
represent ths different ages, such a2s childhood, youth, maturity, and old ago, in
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a man's life. The call did not come to the same men twice. There is no indica-
tion that some of the men who were in the marketplace in the early morning refused
to work and came back at the third or the sixth or the ninth hour to change their
minds. The parable very explicitly states that each time the householder re-
turned, therz wore "OTHERS" -- some who had never been there before, and who had
never heard the call, standing idle. They were standing in the market place,
because they wanted to work, and that was the customary place to find employment.
There is no record th.t any one of them sver refused the job the householder
offered him. Thoey wers in the market place because they wanted to work, and
becausz no man had yet hired them, They had just come on the scenec.

We take it then, that this parablc of the first, the third, the sixth, and
the ninth hours refsers to different times, or generations, or dispensations in
the history of the WORLD, rather than to several ages in the life of man. At
different times in the world's history, the call has gone forth from God for
laborers to go and work in his vineyard. That call has been reopeated in several
dispensations. Whenever there appeared a group of peoplc on earth who wanted to
serve the Lord, but who did not know lrow to go about it ~-- a group of peopls
standing idle because no man had hired them -- the houscholder did something
about it. He went to the marketplace, issucd his call for workers, and the labor -
srs went forth into his vineyard. The same call never woent to the same group
twice. Some peoplsc who had not even enough interest to gather to the market
placa, whers employers always came to find labor, nevur ewen heard it. But
those who did s= k the market place in a desirs to be of service, heard the call,
and went to work.

The gospel of Christ was not a NEW thing brought to men with the advent of
“hrist. It was a very old thing;-- it was a philosophy and a gospel as old as
Adam. Adam looked forward to the day of Christ, the day when the "seed" of the
woman should bruise the head of the s»rpent, the devil. (See Genesis 3:15) In
the 1lth chapter of Hebrews, Paul tells how Enoch, the seventh from Adam, pleased
God by his faith -- and faith was one of the principles of the gospel of Christ
which Paul preaches. 2 FPeter, 2:5 tells us that Noah was a "preacher of righteous~-
ness," and since righteousness is revealed in the gospel, it is not unrsasonable
to infer that Noah was a preacher of the gospel. 1lst Peter, 3:18=-20 tells how
Jesus went to preach to the spirits in prison, who were disobsdient in the days
of Noah. Disobedicnt to what? To the gospel as prcached by Noah, to which God
demanded obedience., Galatians 3:8 indicates that the gospel was preached to
Abraham. Read on in the third chapter of Galatians, to include verses 16, 17, 18,
and 19, This language tells us quite plainly that the covenant which was con-
firmed of God in Christ BEFORE the days of Abraham, could not be disannulled by
the later covenant made with Moses 460 years after. The law of lMoses, says verse
19, was ADDED TO the gospel of Christ because of the transgression of the poople.
Ths gospel was in existence and known to men long years before Mosss roceived
th: law.

Moses, too, was under the gospel of Christ. Read Hebrews 11:25-6, in which
it is stated that Moses ESTEEMED THE RErROACH OF CHRIST greater riches than the
treasurzs of Egypt. The gospel of Christ was known to Moses, and to the children
of Israel in his day. Read 1 Corinthians, chapter 10, vsrscs 1 to 5, telling
how all the Israclites who were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,
"drank of that spiritual rock which followed thom, and th-t rock was Christ,"

Now, if we admit what scems obvious from the scriptures we have quoted, and
which could be supported by many morc if thersz wsere tims, the gospcl of Christ
was known and preached unto men from the beginning of the world.-~It was known
and przeched by Adam, by Enoch, by Abraham, by Moses, by John the Baptist, by
7aul. That gospel remained the samc in all ages, though the law of Moses was
superimposzd on it because of transgression. Paul said that if oven zn angel
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angel from heaven preached any other gospel, he should be accursed. So, wg may
expect to find ths samc gospel being preached today.

But at suveral periods in the world's history, men have dsparted from and
lost sight of th.t gospel. They have earnestly dosired to do God's will -- at
loast some fow of them have -- and thsy have pone to the market place to make
themselves aveilable if God wants them. Every time when the supply of laborers
dwindled, and the knowledgs of the gospel was about to bs lost to men, God went
to the market place to call laborers. In Adam's day, man fell by sin, and needed
the gospel. God went to the market place, and called Adam and Noah to preach the
gospel. In Abraham's day, people wsre again losing sight of the gospal; God
needed laborers; he went to the market place where those willing to work were
gathered, and chose Abraham and others to go and work in his vineyard. The same
ting happened in the days of Moses, and of John the Baptist. John came to
prepars for Jusus, who was to come in the "meridian of time, or at "about the

aixth hour."

We should note that in each of these disponsations or "hours" of the world's
history, there was a prophet or leader chosen from among those who were willing
and waiting in the market place to serve. Bach of thesec leaders, Enoch, Noah,
Abraham, Moses -- had his call from God. Zach one of them received the ministry
of angels. We do not need to rehearse to you how fbraham entertained angels in
his tent; how Moses saw God's prescznce and heard his voice from the burning bush;
how angels prepared for Christ's first advent by appearing and ministering to
Zacharias, Elizabeth, Mary, John, Joseph, «nd even the shepherds abiding in the
ficlds. Angels still ministercd to the aged John, the besloved apostle, on the
Isls of Patmos, showing him the future. Whenevar men have been sent into the
vineyard, they have been called by God =-=- the householder; and they have had the
instruction and guidancs of angels and miraculous powers to assist them in their
work.

Now what shall we expect in the 1lth hour =-- in the final dispensation be-
fore all the laborors are called before their lord and given their rsward. At
the cleventh hour, when the houscholder again visited the market place whers there
were congragatad those willing to work, he found others standing idle becaus: no
man had hired them, They, too, were sent into the vineyard. Does it not szem
plausible that thess would be sent to preach the same gospel, in the same way?
Does it not seem plausible that if the other laborers had been entitled to angelic
direction, the laborers in the 11th hour might expect it tco? Does it not seem
plausible, if God is unchangoable, that we might expect to find a prophet, and
rovelation through him, in the eoleventh hour -~ as well as in the first, the
third, or the sixth?

Open your Bibles to the l4th Chapter of Revelation, and read the 6th and
7th verses. "And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
averlasting gospel to preach unto thom that dwell on the carth, and to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and psople, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God,
and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come, and worship him
that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters." Here is
a prediction of samcthing to happen in the 1llth hour -- the hour just praoceding
that in which "his judgment is come? An angel is again to fly throug: hxaven,
having the EVERLASTING gospel =~ the sam¢ gospel which was preached in the
first, the third, the sixth, and thc ninth hour -- which is to be preacheed once
more before men come to judgment,
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Latter Day Saints make the strango claim th.t this is exactly what happencd
to bring their church into existence. Ina time whon men were again standing
idle in ths market placc because no onc had hired thep, and they knew not what
to do, the houscholdsr came and called them %o go labor in his vineyard. Joseph
Smith was the prophet of this 11lth hour dispensation. The angel flying through
the midst of heaven, deposited the everlasting gospel again with him -- restored
the gospel which had been lost through neglect and apostasy during the dark ages.
The sleventh hour dispensation has its prophet, its angelic ministration, its
ziraculour powers. We are in that sleventh hour dispensation now, and the
laborers who were hired to go into the vineyard in that hour repeat again the
massage of ths angel who flew through the midst of heaven: "Fear God and give
glory to him, for the hour of his judgment is coma."



